
7 JaQXaU\ 2021 
 
EcRQRPLcV LeJLVOaWLRQ CRPPLWWee 
 
 
TreasXr\ LaZs Amendment (NeZs Media and Digital Platforms Mandator\ Bargaining 
Code) Bill 2020: InqXir\ SXbmission 

IQWURdXcWLRQ 
TKaQN \RX fRU WKe RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SURYLde LQSXW LQWR WKe LQTXLU\ LQWR WKe TUeaVXU\ LaZV 
APeQdPeQW (NeZV MedLa aQd DLJLWaO POaWfRUPV MaQdaWRU\ BaUJaLQLQJ CRde) BLOO 2020, aV 
UefeUUed WR \RXU cRPPLWWee RQ 10 DecePbeU 2020. 
 
I¶Ye beeQ fROORZLQJ WKe cRde VLQce WKe dLUecWLRQ fRU LWV deYeORSPeQW ZaV fLUVW aQQRXQced b\ 
WKe JRYeUQPeQW LQ ASULO 2020. I ZaV aOVR aOeUW WR SUeYLRXV aWWePSWV aW deYeORSLQJ a YROXQWaU\ 
cRde, aQd aORQJ ZLWK LW WKe KLVWRU\ Rf SROLc\ LQ WKLV VSace aW a ORcaO aQd JORbaO OeYeO. TKLV P\ 
VecRQd VXbPLVVLRQ WR WKe SURceVV, WKe fLUVW Rf ZKLcK ZaV WR WKe ACCC LQ UeJaUdV WR WKeLU 
e[SRVXUe dUafW Rf WKLV cRde. YRX caQ fLQd P\ fLUVW VXbPLVVLRQ LQ fXOO RQ P\ SeUVRQaO ZebVLWe ​1​. 
 
I aP ZULWLQJ aV a cRQceUQed cLWL]eQ, aQd WKe YLeZV RXWOLQed LQ WKLV VXbPLVVLRQ aUe eQWLUeO\ P\ 
RZQ aQd QRW WKaW Rf P\ ePSOR\eU. I¶Ye Kad aQ aYLd LQWeUeVW LQ WecKQRORJ\ aQd WKe LQWeUQeW 
VLQce JURZLQJ XS aV a cKLOd LQ WKe 90V, aQd WKLV SaVVLRQ KaV Oed WR a caUeeU LQ WecKQRORJ\. I 
cRPSUeKeQVLYeO\ XQdeUVWaQd bRWK WKe abLOLWLeV aQd OLPLWaWLRQV Rf ZKaW WecKQRORJ\ caQ deOLYeU 
cXUUeQWO\, aV ZeOO aV SURVSecWV fRU LQQRYaWLRQ LQ WKe fXWXUe. I aP aOVR LQWeUeVWed LQ SXbOLc 
SROLc\, aQd aP a VWURQJ beOLeYeU LQ WKe SRZeU Rf LQQRYaWLRQ aQd cRPSeWLWLRQ WR LPSURYe WKe 
OLYeV Rf KXPaQV - dULYLQJ WKeP, WKeLU JRYeUQPeQWV, aQd cRPSaQLeV WR be beWWeU. 
 
TKe Ldea WKaW a PaQdaWRU\ cRde Rf WKe NLQd SURSRVed LV eYeQ cRQVLdeUed fRU LPSOePeQWaWLRQ 
LQ AXVWUaOLa LV cRPSOeWeO\ abKRUUeQW, aQd cRXQWeU WR WKe fXQdaPeQWaO SULQcLSOeV Rf LQQRYaWLRQ 
aQd cRPSeWLWLRQ fRU ZKLcK WKe AXVWUaOLaQ GRYeUQPeQW VKRXOd be SURWecWLQJ. 
 
TKeUe¶V QR PRUe dePRcUaWLc LQYeQWLRQ WKaQ WKe IQWeUQeW, aQd WKLV cRde LV UeJUeVVLYe LQ WKe 
e[WUePe. IW bUeaNV cRUe aVSecWV Rf ZKaW PaNeV WKe fUee aQd RSeQ IQWeUQeW ZRUN, aOO VLPSO\ WR 
eQWUeQcK aQd SURWecW OeJac\ PRQRSROLeV LQ PedLa dLVWULbXWLRQ fURP cRPSeWLWLRQ. 
 
TKe cRde aOVR SOaceV a baUULeU WR AXVWUaOLa becRPLQJ a WUXe 21VW ceQWXU\ ecRQRP\ b\ 
VeQdLQJ a VLJQaO JORbaOO\ WKaW fUXLWV Rf LQQRYaWLRQ ZLOO be UecOaLPed WKURXJK bad, 
WecKQRORJ\-LOOLWeUaWe OeJLVOaWLRQ ORbbLed fRU b\ WKRVe dLVUXSWed b\ LW. 
 
M\ VXbPLVVLRQ dUaZV aWWeQWLRQ WR WKeVe aQd PaQ\ RWKeU VLJQLfLcaQW SRLQWV Rf cRQceUQ ZLWK 
WKe SURSRVed OeJLVOaWLRQ. FRU eaVe Rf UeadLQJ I RffeU VXPPaULeV Rf WKe cRQceUQV LQ bROd, aQd 
e[SOaQaWLRQ aQd eYLdeQce VXSSRUWLQJ WKRVe cRQceUQV XQdeUQeaWK. I aOVR PaNe 
UecRPPeQdaWLRQV fRU KRZ WKRVe cRQceUQV caQ be addUeVVed aW WKe eQd Rf WKe VXbPLVVLRQ. 
 
I caOO RQ \RX WR UeMecW WKLV cRde LQ LWV eQWLUeW\, aV LV abVROXWeO\ fLWWLQJ. 

1 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.d\OaQOLQdJUeQ.cRP/2020/08/16/accc-VXbPLVVLRQ-dUafW-PedLa-baUJaLQLQJ-cRde/ 
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https://www.dylanlindgren.com/2020/08/16/accc-submission-draft-media-bargaining-code/


PRLQWV Rf CRQceUQ 

CRQceUQ 1: TKe cRde LV LQcRPSaWLbOe ZLWK WKe ecRQRPLcV Rf WKe 
fUee & RSeQ IQWeUQeW aV KaYe e[LVWed fRU 40+ \eaUV 
 
Since Bob Kahn and Vint Cerf ³fathered´ the free and open Internet​2​, at its core it¶s 
been centered aroXnd the abilit\ to freel\ h\perlink. H\perlinking alloZs Zebsites to 
proYide their Xsers Zith the opportXnit\ to naYigate to other Zebsites. To be 
h\perlinked to is so YalXable that often Zebsites pa\ for the priYilege. 
 
The code artificiall\ reZrites the foXndational aspects of the economics of the Internet 
in a Za\ Zhich significantl\ compromises Zhat¶s made the Internet sXch an important 
enabler of democrac\, free speech, innoYation, and GDP groZth. 
 
AW WKe cRUe Rf WKe IQWeUQeW LV WKe cRQceSW faPLOLaU WR PRVW - WKaW Rf WKe WRUOd WLde Web. TKLV 
Zeb LV Pade XS Rf SaJeV, aQd ³K\SeUOLQNV´ beWZeeQ WKRVe SaJeV. TKe beORZ dLaJUaP VKRZV 
a UXdLPeQWaU\ UeSUeVeQWaWLRQ Rf WKe Za\ WKaW K\SeUOLQNV cRQQecW SaJeV WR RWKeU SaJeV RQ WKe 
IQWeUQeW; RQe caQ eaVLO\ Vee WKe ³Zeb´ WKaW fRUPV aV a UeVXOW, ZLWK WKe \eOORZ dRW aQd Ued 
aUURZ deQRWLQJ a K\SeUOLQN a XVeU cOLcNV WR QaYLJaWe fURP RQe SaJe WR aQRWKeU. 
 

 
 
IQ aOPRVW aOO caVeV UXQQLQJ a ZebVLWe LV cRPSOeWeO\ SRLQWOeVV XQOeVV \RX KaYe XVeUV WKaW 
acWXaOO\ YLVLW aQd XVe LW. OQe Za\ \RX caQ JeW WKRVe XVeUV LV RffOLQe PaUNeWLQJ WR JeW WKeP WR 
YLVLW \RXU ZebVLWe dLUecWO\. AQRWKeU LV WKURXJK K\SeUOLQNV fURP RWKeU ZebVLWeV. DXe WR WKeVe 
fXQdaPeQWaO ecRQRPLcV Rf WKe LQWeUQeW, KaYLQJ WUaffLc VeQW WR \RX WKURXJK K\SeUOLQNV LV PXcK 
PRUe YaOXabOe WKaQ VeQdLQJ WUaffLc WR a dLffeUeQW ZebVLWe. 
 

2 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeJXaUdLaQ.cRP/WecKQRORJ\/2016/MXO/15/KRZ-WKe-LQWeUQeW-ZaV-LQYeQWed-1976-aUSa-NaKQ-ceUf  
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https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/jul/15/how-the-internet-was-invented-1976-arpa-kahn-cerf


TKLV SRLQW abRXW WKe fXQdaPeQWaO SULQcLSOe Rf K\SeUOLQNV KaV beeQ e[SOaLQed LQ WKe SRZeUfXO 
³A FaLU CRde fRU aQ OSeQ IQWeUQeW´ bORJ SRVW ZULWWeQ b\ VLQW CeUf KLPVeOf​3​. 
 

LLQNV aUe WKe cRUQeUVWRQeV RI RSeQ acceVV WR LQIRUPaWLRQ RQOLQe; UeTXLULQJ a VeaUcK 
eQJLQe (RU aQ\RQe eOVe) WR Sa\ IRU WKeP XQdeUPLQeV RQe RI WKe IXQdaPeQWaO 
SULQcLSOeV RI WKe LQWeUQeW aV Ze NQRZ LW WRda\. 

 
SecWLRQ 52B(1)(b) MXdJeV WKLV baVLc acW Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ aV VRPeWKLQJ WKaW TXaOLfLeV WKe dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUP aV ³PaNLQJ cRQWeQW aYaLOabOe´, aQd WKXV aWWULbXWeV a cRVW WR WKe acW Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ. 
 

 
TKe LQcOXVLRQ Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ aV aQ acW Rf ³PaNLQJ cRQWeQW aYaLOabOe´ LV be\RQd ULdLcXORXV, 
aQd WRWaOO\ RXWUaJeRXV aQd RffeQVLYe LQ LWV LJQRUaQce. H\SeUOLQNLQJ LV VRPeWKLQJ WKaW eYeU\ 
VLQJOe ZebVLWe RQ WKe IQWeUQeW dReV ZLWK aOPRVW ]eUR e[ceSWLRQV. CRPSOaLQLQJ WKaW dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUPV fUeeO\ K\SeUOLQN WR QeZV aUWLcOeV LV OLNe cRPSOaLQLQJ WKaW WKe ZRUOd LV URXQd, RU WKaW a 
cKaULW\ JeWV WRR PaQ\ dRQaWLRQV. IW¶V a fXQdaPeQWaO aVSecW Rf WKe IQWeUQeW aQd WR cOaLP 
SeRSOe VKRXOd Sa\ WR XVe K\SeUOLQNV LV WR deQ\ UeaOLW\. 
 
IQ a bUeaWKWaNLQJ e[aPSOe Rf K\SRcULV\, eYeQ WKe ACCC WKePVeOYeV - WKe eQWLW\ ZKR dUafWed 
WKLV cRde - fUeeO\ K\SeUOLQNV WR QXPeURXV QeZV aUWLcOeV RQ WKeLU ZebVLWe aV caQ be VeeQ 
beORZ. 
 

3 ​KWWSV://bORJ.JRRJOe/aURXQd-WKe-JORbe/JRRJOe-aVLa/aXVWUaOLa/faLU-cRde-RSeQ-LQWeUQeW/ 
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SecWLRQ 52B Rf WKe SURSRVed OeJLVOaWLRQ 

 

E[aPSOeV Rf WKe ACCC K\SeUOLQNLQJ WR a S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd QeZV aUWLcOe 

https://blog.google/around-the-globe/google-asia/australia/fair-code-open-internet/


 
 

 
MaQ\ PRUe e[aPSOeV Rf WKLV bOaWaQW K\SRcULV\ b\ WKe ACCC caQ be fRXQd b\ VeaUcKLQJ fRU 
WKe beORZ WeUPV LQ aQ\ SRSXOaU VeaUcK eQJLQe: 
 

 
TKeUe¶V QRWKLQJ PRUe LOOXVWUaWLYe Rf WKe PeQWaO cRQWRUWLRQ Qeeded LQ dUafWLQJ WKLV cRde WKaQ WR 
PaQdaWe WKaW ³deVLJQaWed dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV´ be UeTXLUed WR Sa\ QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV fRU WKe 
YeU\ acWV WKe ACCC dR WKePVeOYeV RQ WKeLU RZQ ZebVLWe. 
 
WK\ LV LW RN fRU WKe ACCC aQd eYeU\ RWKeU ZebVLWe RQ WKe IQWeUQeW WR fUeeO\ K\SeUOLQN, bXW QRW 
dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV? TKLV VaPe cKaUJe Rf K\SRcULV\ caQ be Pade aJaLQVW eYeU\ VXSSRUWeU Rf 
WKLV cRde ZKR UXQV a ZebVLWe WKaW dReVQ¶W Sa\ WR K\SeUOLQN WR RWKeU ZebVLWeV (eYeU\RQe). 
 
TR KaYe WKLV ³RQe UXOe fRU SOaWfRUPV, aQRWKeU UXOe fRU eYeU\RQe eOVe´ cUeaWeV aQ ecRQRPLc 
V\VWeP RQ WKe IQWeUQeW aNLQ WR PaQdaWLQJ WKaW a VPaOO QXPbeU Rf SeRSOe PXVW dULYe WKeLU caUV 
RQ WKe ULJKW KaQd VLde Rf WKe VWUeeW LQ AXVWUaOLa, ZKLOVW eYeU\RQe eOVe dULYeV RQ WKe OefW. 
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E[aPSOeV Rf WKe ACCC K\SeUOLQNLQJ WR QeZV aUWLcOeV SXbOLVKed b\ GL]PRdR aQd TKe 
AXVWUaOLaQ. 

Term ResXlt coXnt 

VLWe:ZZZ.accc.JRY.aX "VPK.cRP.aX" 247 

VLWe:ZZZ.accc.JRY.aX "WKeaXVWUaOLaQ.cRP.aX" 133 



 
GLYeQ KRZ LQWeJUaO WR WKe IQWeUQeW WKe fUee abLOLW\ WR K\SeUOLQN LV, WR XVe aQRWKeU aQaORJ\, WKe 
cRde LV aNLQ WR a cRXQcLO LQVWaOOLQJ SaUNLQJ PeWeUV LQ \RXU dULYeZa\ aW KRPe, aQd VSecLfLcaOO\ 
MXVW \RXU KRPe. IW¶V a cRPSOeWeO\ XQfaLU LPSRVLWLRQ WKaW¶V aLP cRXOd eaVLO\ be acKLeYed ZLWK a 
PXcK VLPSOeU VROXWLRQ; Lf WKe JRaO LV WR facLOLWaWe a WUaQVfeU Rf PRQe\ fURP dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV WR 
QeZV bXVLQeVVeV, MXVW dR LW ZLWK Wa[aWLRQ, QRW b\ bUeaNLQJ WKe fUeedRP Rf WKe IQWeUQeW. 
 
FXUWKeUPRUe, WKe cRde dReV QRW acNQRZOedJe WKaW WKeUe aUe YaU\LQJ deJUeeV Rf ³XVe´ RU Rf 
³K\SeUOLQNLQJ´ WR cRQWeQW. E[aPSOeV beORZ VKRZ VRPe Rf WKeVe: 
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E[ample 1:​ A QeZV aUWLcOe VeaUcK UeVXOW cRQWaLQLQJ WKe WLWOe, caWeJRU\, daWe, aQd a bULef VQLSSeW Rf WKe 
cRQWeQW Rf WKe aUWLcOe. 

 

E[ample 2: ​A QeZV aUWLcOe VeaUcK UeVXOW cRQWaLQLQJ WKe WLWOe, QaPe Rf SXbOLcaWLRQ, LPaJe, daWe, aQd aQ 
e[WUePeO\ bULef VQLSSeW Rf WKe cRQWeQW Rf WKe aUWLcOe. 

 

E[ample 3: ​A K\SeUOLQN WR a QeZV aUWLcOe aSSeaULQJ LQ WKe aSSOLcaWLRQ ³SOacN´, cRQWaLQLQJ QR cRQWeQW. 

 

E[ample 4: ​A PeVVaJe LQ ³SOacN´ cRQWaLQLQJ RQO\ a K\SeUOLQN WR a bORJ SRVW, aQd QR cRQWeQW. 

 

E[ample 5: ​A PeVVaJe LQ WKe aSSOLcaWLRQ ³SOacN´ cRQWaLQLQJ a XVeU-cUeaWed PeVVaJe aV ZeOO aV a 
K\SeUOLQN WR a bORJ SRVW, aQd WKe WLWOe Rf WKe SaJe. 



 
 
IW LV cOeaU WKaW e[aPSOeV 1 aQd 2 cRQWaLQ WKe cRQWeQW Rf QeZV aUWLcOeV, aQd SeUKaSV WKaW a cRVW 
VKRXOd be aVVRcLaWed ZLWK WKLV LQcOXVLRQ Rf cRQWeQW LQ a dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP; eYeQ WKRXJK cXUUeQWO\ 
QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV fUeeO\ aOORZ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV WR XVe WKLV cRQWeQW aQd KaYe WRWaO SRZeU WR 
deQ\ WKeP​4​. 
 
HRZeYeU, e[aPSOeV 3, 4 aQd 5 aUe VLPSO\ K\SeUOLQNV, QRW cRQWeQW, aQd aUe QRW eYeQ cUeaWed 
b\ WKe SOaWfRUP. TKeVe e[aPSOeV aUe XVeU JeQeUaWed cRQWeQW; PeVVaJeV cUeaWed b\ WKe XVeU 
LQ aQd VeQW YLa WKe dLJLWaO PeVVaJLQJ SOaWfRUP SOacN. 
 
If aQ\RQe LV UeVSRQVLbOe fRU cRQWeQW LQ e[aPSOeV 3, 4 aQd 5 LW VKRXOd be WKe XVeU VeQdLQJ WKe 
cRQWeQW, MXVW aV LW ZRXOd be Lf \RX VeQW a cRS\ULJKWed VRQJ LQ aQ ePaLO. TR KaYe WKe XVeU 
UeVSRQVLbOe fRU cRQWeQW WKe\ VeQd RU SRVW ZRXOd eQVXUe WKe cRde LV cRQVLVWeQW ZLWK AXVWUaOLaQ 
cRS\ULJKW OaZ WKaW LQcOXdeV ³Vafe-KaUbRXU´ SULQcLSOeV SURWecWLQJ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV aQd 
WeOecRPPXQLcaWLRQV cRPSaQLeV fURP cRQWeQW SRVWed b\ XVeUV. 
 
TR PaQdaWe SOaWfRUPV aUe UeVSRQVLbOe fRU Sa\LQJ fRU cRQWeQW WKeLU XVeUV SRVW LV cRXQWeU WR WKe 
Za\ WKe IQWeUQeW ZRUNV aQd LV e[acWO\ ZK\ FacebRRN WKUeaWeQed WR bORcN QeZV RQ WKeLU 
SOaWfRUP​5​. IWV effecW ZRXOd be VLPLOaU WR WKaW Lf DRQaOd TUXPS fROORZed WKURXJK RQ KLV WKUeaW WR 
UeSeaO SecWLRQ 230 Rf WKe UQLWed SWaWeV Rf APeULca¶V CRPPXQLcaWLRQV DeceQc\ AcW Rf 1996 ​6​. 
TKe EOecWURQLc FURQWLeUV FRXQdaWLRQ ​7​ decOaUed WKaW ³[Z]LWKRXW [VecWLRQ] 230, SOaWfRUPV ZRXOd 
becRPe PRUe UeVWULcWLYe RYeUQLJKW aQd WKe IQWeUQeW aV Ze NQRZ LW ZRXOd be PaQJOed.´ 
 

 

4 ​KWWSV://VXSSRUW.JRRJOe.cRP/QeZV/SXbOLVKeU-ceQWeU/aQVZeU/9605477?KO=eQ  
5 ​KWWSV://abRXW.fb.cRP/QeZV/2020/08/cKaQJeV-WR-facebRRNV-VeUYLceV-LQ-aXVWUaOLa  
6 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.eff.RUJ/LVVXeV/cda230  
7 ​KWWSV://WZLWWeU.cRP/EFF/VWaWXV/1344083698690322432  
8 ​KWWSV://WZLWWeU.cRP/EFF/VWaWXV/1344083698690322432  
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A WZeeW b\ WKe EOecWURQLc FURQWLeUV FRXQdaWLRQ ​8​ decOaULQJ WKaW ³[Z]LWKRXW [VecWLRQ] 
230, SOaWfRUPV ZRXOd becRPe PRUe UeVWULcWLYe RYeUQLJKW aQd WKe IQWeUQeW aV Ze 
NQRZ LW ZRXOd be PaQJOed.´ 

https://support.google.com/news/publisher-center/answer/9605477?hl=en
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/08/changes-to-facebooks-services-in-australia
https://www.eff.org/issues/cda230
https://twitter.com/EFF/status/1344083698690322432
https://twitter.com/EFF/status/1344083698690322432


CRQceUQ 2: VaOXe LV deWeUPLQed LQ a bLaVed, XQfaLU PaQQeU 
The code mandates a bargaining and arbitration process that artificiall\ ignores 
aspects of the YalXe e[change beneficial to digital platforms. 
 
FRU a baUJaLQLQJ SURceVV beWZeeQ WZR SaUWLeV WR be RSWLPaO aQd faLU LW PXVW facWRU LQ bRWK WKe 
faYRXUabOe aQd XQfaYRXUabOe RXWcRPeV Rf WKe deaO RccXUULQJ fRU eLWKeU SaUW\. IW PXVW aOVR 
ZRUN WRZaUdV WKe LdeaO baOaQce beWZeeQ WKeVe RXWcRPeV VR WKaW XOWLPaWeO\ bRWK SaUWLeV ZaON 
aZa\ ZLWK a deaO WKaW OeaYeV WKeP beWWeU Rff WKaQ ZLWKRXW WKe deaO, WR WKe JUeaWeVW e[WeQW 
SRVVLbOe. 
 
AfWeU eQRUPRXV cULWLcaO feedbacN fURP WKeLU e[SRVXUe dUafW, WKe ACCC LPSOePeQWed ZKaW KaV 
beeQ UefeUUed WR b\ WKe JRYeUQPeQW aV a "WZR-Za\ YaOXe e[cKaQJe" ZKLcK VeeV YaOXe fORZ LQ 
bRWK dLUecWLRQV beWZeeQ WKe QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQ aQd WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP. 
 

 
WKLOe WKe addLWLRQ Rf WKLV "WZR-Za\ YaOXe e[cKaQJe" dReV LPSURYe WKe cRde fURP ZKaW ZaV 
VeeQ LQ WKe e[SRVXUe dUafW, WKeUe¶V VWLOO JOaULQJ RPLVVLRQV PaNLQJ cOaLPV WKaW WKe baUJaLQLQJ 
SURceVV cUeaWed aV a UeVXOW Rf WKLV cRde LV ³faLU´ WR be VLPSO\ OaXJKabOe. 
 
SRPe e[aPSOe RPLVVLRQV: 
 

Ɣ TKe cRVW WR WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP Rf PaNLQJ aYaLOabOe WKe QeZV bXVLQeVV¶ cRYeUed QeZV 
cRQWeQW. 
A dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP K\SeUOLQNLQJ WR QeZV cRQWeQW LV QRW fUee Rf cRVW WR WKeP. TKeVe 
cRVWV WR K\SeUOLQN Pa\ LQcOXde, bXW aUe QRW OLPLWed WR WKe fROORZLQJ: 

a. HRVWLQJ, LQfUaVWUXcWXUe, eOecWULcLW\, aQd baQdZLdWK feeV 
b. KXPaQ UeVRXUceV cRVWV Rf eQJLQeeUV aQd VWaff WR cUeaWe WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP 
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SecWLRQ 52ZZ Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 



c. WKe cRVW Rf PRQeWLVLQJ aQ\ beQefLW WKaW LV JaLQed b\ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV KaYLQJ 
QeZV cRQWeQW RQ WKeLU SOaWfRUP 

 
Ɣ WKeWKeU WKe XVe Rf WKe cRYeUed QeZV cRQWeQW cRXOd be cRQVLdeUed ³faLU XVe´. 

TKLV LV ³faLU XVe´ aV defLQed LQ WKe AXVWUaOLaQ LaZ RefRUP CRPPLVVLRQ¶V fLQaO 
UecRPPeQdaWLRQV UeJaUdLQJ a faLU XVe e[ceSWLRQ LQ AXVWUaOLa, aQd fXUWKeU 
UecRPPeQded LQ WKe PURdXcWLYLW\ CRPPLVVLRQ'V fLQaO UeSRUW RQ AXVWUaOLa'V IQWeOOecWXaO 
PURSeUW\ AUUaQJePeQWV. 

 
Ɣ TKe deJUee WR ZKLcK ³cRQWeQW´ LV XVed. 

FRU e[aPSOe, YeUbaWLP UeSURdXcWLRQ Rf aQ aUWLcOe VKRXOd cRVW PRUe WR dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV 
WKaQ WKe VLPSOe acW Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ. 

 
FaLOLQJ WR OLVW aV PaWWeUV fRU cRQVLdeUaWLRQ aOO SRVLWLYeV aQd QeJaWLYeV Rf a deaO RccXUULQJ fRU 
bRWK SaUWLeV ZLOO UeVXOW LQ WKe cRde faLOLQJ WR acKLeYe LWV VWaWed JRaO Rf UeVROYLQJ XQfaLUQeVV LQ 
WKe YaOXe e[cKaQJe aQd baUJaLQLQJ SURceVV beWZeeQ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV aQd QeZV 
RUJaQLVaWLRQV. 
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CRQceUQ 3: JRXUQaOLVP VKRXOd QRW be SeUSeWXaOO\ fXQded b\ 
adYeUWLVLQJ SURfLWV 
AdYertising and joXrnalism are not the same thing. JXst becaXse historicall\ 
joXrnalism Zas fXnded b\ adYertising profits dXe to neZs media organisations 
monopol\ on content distribXtion, it does not mean that those adYertising profits are 
attribXtable to joXrnalism, or shoXld perpetXall\ fXnd it. 
 
TKe adYeUWLVLQJ PaUNeW Rf ROd KaV beeQ UeYROXWLRQLVed VLQce WKe LQYeQWLRQ Rf WKe LQWeUQeW. 
MedLa bXVLQeVVeV XVed WR be WKe beVW Za\ WR JeW a PeVVaJe deOLYeUed WR aQ aXdLeQce, 
KRZeYeU ad-WecK cRPSaQLeV (VXcK aV GRRJOe) caQ QRZ SURYLde WKLV LQ a PXcK PRUe effecWLYe 
Za\ dXe WR e[WeQVLYe WUacNLQJ Rf XVeUV aQd WKeLU: 
 

Ɣ IQWeUQeW bURZVLQJ KabLWV 
Ɣ PULYaWe PeVVaJeV 
Ɣ EPaLO cRQWeQW 
Ɣ LRcaWLRQ 
Ɣ IQWeUeVWV 
Ɣ SRcLaO cLUcOe 
Ɣ PXUcKaVLQJ KabLWV 
Ɣ APbLWLRQV aQd deVLUeV 
Ɣ PeUVRQaO WUaLWV VXcK aV aJe, JeQdeU, QaWLRQaOLW\, Uace 

 
TKLV OLVW LV LQ QR Za\ e[KaXVWLYe, aQd WKeUe ZRXOd be PaQ\ RWKeU WKLQJV WKaW ad-WecK 
cRPSaQLeV NQRZ abRXW WKeLU XVeUV ZKLcK cRXOd be added WR WKe OLVW abRYe. KQRZOedJe Rf 
XVeUV, cRPbLQed ZLWK WKe WecKQRORJ\ WR dR VR, KaV aOORZed ad-WecK cRPSaQLeV WR RffeU PXcK 
eQKaQced WaUJeWLQJ Rf adV WR XVeUV ZKR (LQ WKe YLeZ Rf WKe adYeUWLVeU) aUe SeUKaSV PRUe 
OLNeO\ WR be UeceSWLYe WR WKe PeVVaJe beLQJ adYeUWLVed. 
 
TaUJeWed adYeUWLVLQJ beQefLWV QRW RQO\ WKe XVeU LQ WKaW WKe\ Vee UeOeYaQW adV, bXW aOVR WKe 
adYeUWLVeU aV WKe\¶Ue QRW VSeQdLQJ PRQe\ adYeUWLVLQJ WR SeRSOe XQUeceSWLYe WR WKeLU 
PeVVaJe. IW aOVR beQefLWV WKe ad-WecK cRPSaQ\ aV WKe\ caQ VeOO PRUe adYeUWLVLQJ VSace. FRU 
e[aPSOe, LQVWead Rf VeOOLQJ a VLQJOe ad aQd dLVSOa\LQJ LW WR eYeU\RQe (LQ WKe caVe Rf a 
WUadLWLRQaO QeZV bXVLQeVV RSeUaWLQJ a QeZVSaSeU), aQ ad-WecK cRPSaQ\ caQ VeOO PaQ\ adV. 
B\ VSOLWWLQJ adV aQd WaUJeWLQJ WKRVe adV WR MXVW LQWeUeVWed XVeUV, WKe adYeUWLVeU LV PRUe OLNeO\ 
WR acKLeYe WKe deVLUed RXWcRPe fURP WKeLU ad, aQd WKXV adV aUe LQdLYLdXaOO\ QRZ PRUe 
YaOXabOe WKaQ WKe\ ZeUe. TKLV LV cRPSeWLWLRQ aW LWV YeU\ beVW, aV WKURXJK LQQRYaWLRQ aOO SaUWLeV 
beQefLW. 
 
ReVeaUcK VKRZV WKaW WKe aYeUaJe AXVWUaOLaQ XVeV WKeLU VPaUWSKRQe 2.5 KRXUV a da\​9​, aQd VR 
QRW RQO\ aUe WKe adYeUWLVLQJ PeWKRdV PRUe effecWLYe, bXW aV aOPRVW WKe eQWLUe VRcLeW\ XVeV 
dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV, ZKLcK caQ OeYeUaJe ad-WecK cRPSaQLeV, WKe\ KaYe UeSOaced WUadLWLRQaO 
PedLa bXVLQeVVeV aV SURYLdeUV Rf adYeUWLVLQJ VSace aW WKe ORcaO, VWaWe, QaWLRQaO, aQd 
LQWeUQaWLRQaO OeYeO. 
 

9 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.aYeUaJeaXVVLe.cRP.aX/VPaUWSKRQe-XVe-LQ-aXVWUaOLa/ 
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https://www.averageaussie.com.au/smartphone-use-in-australia/


CKaQJeV WR WKe adYeUWLVLQJ PaUNeW KaYe beeQ WKe abVROXWeO\ QRUPaO UeVXOW Rf LQQRYaWLRQ LQ a 
fXQcWLRQLQJ cRPSeWLWLYe PaUNeW aQd VRPeWKLQJ WKaW WKe GRYeUQPeQW VKRXOd be ZeOcRPLQJ. 
 
TKe PaUNeW fRU MRXUQaOLVP KaV beeQ VLPLOaUO\ affecWed b\ WKe LQWeUQeW. WKLOe QR PRUe WKaQ 25 
\eaUV aJR LW UeTXLUed a SULQWLQJ SUeVV, UadLR, RU WY VWaWLRQ WR dLVWULbXWe MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW 
(eVSecLaOO\ RQ a PaVV-VcaOe), WKLV caQ QRZ be dRQe cRPSOeWeO\ fUee YLa VLWeV OLNe TZLWWeU, 
MedLXP, WRUdSUeVV, YRXTXbe, aQd FacebRRN aPRQJVW RWKeUV. 
 
I UXQ P\ RZQ bORJ ZKLcK cRVWV aURXQd $10 SeU PRQWK WR PaLQWaLQ, aQd OeWV Pe dLVWULbXWe 
cRQWeQW JORbaOO\, LQVWaQWO\. WKLOe WKLV LQ QR Za\ RffeUV MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW, VLWeV OLNe 
PLcKaeOZeVW.cRP.aX aQd MRKQPeQadXe.cRP.aX KaYLQJ WKe WUacWLRQ WKaW WKe\ dR LQ AXVWUaOLa 
ZRXOd QRW be SRVVLbOe SULRU WR WKe LQWeUQeW. 
 
TKe VXUJe Rf QeZ cRQWeQW VRXUceV KaV Oed WR a UebaOaQce LQ WKe eTXaWLRQ Rf VXSSO\ & 
dePaQd, ZLWK aQ LQcUeaVed VXSSO\ Rf cRQWeQW. TKLV KaV dULYeQ dRZQ WKe aPRXQW WKaW 
cRQVXPeUV Rf MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW Qeed WR Sa\ fRU WKaW cRQWeQW. TKLV LV aOVR acceQWXaWed b\ 
WKe facW WKaW PRVW MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW RQ WKe LQWeUQeW LV RffeUed fUee Rf cKaUJe aQd LW LV Rf 
VXffLcLeQW TXaOLW\ fRU cRQVXPeUV WKLUVW fRU LQfRUPaWLRQ WR be VaWLaWed. 
 
TUadLWLRQaO PedLa bXVLQeVVeV UeOLed RQ LQWeUSOa\ beWZeeQ WKe adYeUWLVLQJ PaUNeW, aQd WKe 
MRXUQaOLVP PaUNeW WR PaNe WKe SURfLWV WKe\ XVed WR. TKe\ Kad a PRQRSRO\ RQ WKe VXSSO\ Rf 
MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW dXe WR WKe KLJK baUULeUV Rf eQWU\, ZKLcK Oed WR OaUJe QXPbeUV Rf SeRSOe 
RbWaLQLQJ WKeLU SURdXcW aV WKeLU RQO\ VRXUce Rf MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW. 
 
MedLa bXVLQeVVeV ZRXOd WKeQ RQ-VeOO acceVV WR WKeVe VRPeWLPeV PLOOLRQV Rf SeRSOe WR 
adYeUWLVeUV ZKR aOVR Kad QR PRUe effecWLYe PeWKRd WR adYeUWLVe WR VXcK a OaUJe QXPbeU Rf 
SeRSOe. DXe WR WKe ORZ aPRXQW WKaW cRXOd be cKaUJed fRU WKeLU SURdXcW, MRXUQaOLVWLc cRQWeQW 
ZaV PaUULed XS ZLWK WKe adYeUWLVLQJ PaUNeW fRU VLJQLfLcaQW SURfLWV fRU WKe PedLa bXVLQeVV WR be 
acKLeYed. 
 
TKe PaUULaJe Rf WKe adYeUWLVLQJ aQd MRXUQaOLVWLc PaUNeW LV QR ORQJeU SRVVLbOe aV PedLa 
bXVLQeVVeV caQQRW SURYLde WKe VaPe YaOXe WR adYeUWLVeUV WKaW ad-WecK cRPSaQLeV caQ, aQd 
WKe\ QR ORQJeU cRQWURO WKe VXSSO\ Rf cRQWeQW. TKe bXVLQeVV PRdeOV WKaW PedLa bXVLQeVVeV 
RSeUaWed XSRQ KaYe beeQ dLVUXSWed; WKe cORcN caQQRW be ZRXQd bacN. 
 
TKe MRXUQaOLVP PaUNeW PXVW QRW be SeUSeWXaOO\ OLQNed WR WKe adYeUWLVLQJ PaUNeW aV WKLV cRde 
aWWePSWV WR dR. 
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CRQceUQ 4: BaUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQceV caQQRW be XVed WR 
MXVWLf\ WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf WKLV cRde 
An\ lack of bargaining poZer for neZs media bXsinesses is dXe to the glXt of free 
content aYailable on the Internet, Zhich has made content Zorth less noZ than eYer. 
 
NeZs media bXsinesses shoXld make better, more YalXable content Zhich ZoXld fi[ 
the imbalance natXrall\, rather than introdXce a biased bargaining s\stem that 
artificiall\ inflates the YalXe of specific content for Zhich the free-market economics 
of the Internet haYe alread\ set a fair YalXe for. 
 
EYeQ MP¶V ZLWKLQ WKe GRYeUQPeQW LWVeOf fLQd LW OaXJKabOe WKaW a baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce 
e[LVWV, OeW aORQe UeTXLUeV acWLRQ. A UeceQW S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd ​10​ aUWLcOe deVcULbed 
GRYeUQPeQW MP¶V UeacWLRQV WR WKLV ZKeQ WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ ZaV e[SOaLQed WR WKeP: 
 

³TKeUe¶V a YLeZ [aPRQJ cRPPLWWee PePbeUV] RI µWKaW SURbOeP aUe Ze WU\LQJ WR IL[ 
KeUe?¶ TR WKaW eQd, Ze ZeUe WROd WKeUe¶V a SRZeU LPbaOaQce ± aQd SeRSOe ZeUe MXVW 
OaXJKLQJ. PeRSOe ZeUe Va\LQJ µAUe \RX UeaOO\ WU\LQJ WR Va\ WKeUe¶V a SRZeU LPbaOaQce 
beWZeeQ NeZV CRUS aQd GRRJOe?¶,´ WKe MP VaLd. 

 
AVVXPLQJ a baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce dReV e[LVW, ZK\ dReV WKLV VSecLfLc RQe UeTXLUe 
LQWeUYeQWLRQ bXW QRW RWKeUV? AQd Lf LW'V WR VXSSRUW a SaUWLcXOaU LQdXVWU\ OLNe MRXUQaOLVP, ZK\ LV LW 
WKLV baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce WKaW JeWV aWWeQWLRQ UaWKeU WKaQ - fRU e[aPSOe - WKaW beWZeeQ 
cRPPeUcLaO UeaO eVWaWe aQd QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV? 
 
WKeQ I YLVLW P\ ORcaO VXSeUPaUNeW, Lf I¶P Rf WKe RSLQLRQ WKaW a OLWUe Rf PLON LVQ¶W ZRUWK WKe RQe 
dROOaU LW¶V OLVWed aW, aQd LQVWead I RffeU WZeQW\ ceQWV, WKe VXSeUPaUNeW VLPSO\ LVQ¶W JRLQJ WR VeOO 
Pe WKe PLON. TKLV UeOaWLRQVKLS beWZeeQ Pe aQd WKe VXSeUPaUNeW LV a baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU 
LPbaOaQce, KRZeYeU LW LV abVROXWeO\ MXVW WKaW LW e[LVWV. BaUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQceV aUe 
cRPSOeWeO\ QRUPaO LQ a PaUNeW-dULYeQ VRcLeW\ aQd dR NOT ZaUUaQW PaUNeW LQWeUYeQWLRQ VXcK 
aV fRUcLQJ WKe VXSeUPaUNeW WR VeOO Pe PLON fRU WZeQW\ ceQWV, RU eYeQ eLJKW\ ceQWV. 
 
TKe YaOXe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV SURYLde WR QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV WKURXJK K\SeUOLQNLQJ WR WKeLU 
VeUYLceV LV e[WUePeO\ OaUJe; VR OaUJe LQ facW WKaW QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV fUeTXeQWO\ Sa\ dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUPV WR adYeUWLVe K\SeUOLQNV WR WKeLU QeZV aUWLcOeV, aV dReV aQ\ bXVLQeVV bLJ RU VPaOO 
WKaW UXQV a ZebVLWe. H\SeUOLQNV aUe e[WUePeO\ YaOXabOe. 
 
WKaW LV LPSRUWaQW LV QRW ZKeWKeU a baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce e[LVWV, bXW UaWKeU ZKeWKeU 
WKe YaOXe WUaQVfeU LV faLU. TKe facW WKaW QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV Sa\ WR KaYe K\SeUOLQNV SXW RQ 
dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV SeUKaSV VXJJeVWV WKaW WKe YaOXe WUaQVfeU aQd SURPLQeQce JLYeQ WR QeZV 
RUJaQLVaWLRQV fRU fUee RQ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV Pa\ be RYeUZeLJKW aQd SeUKaSV dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV 
Qeed WR cKaUJe QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV! 
 
SRPe e[aPSOeV Rf WKeVe adYeUWLVePeQWV aUe VKRZQ beORZ, ZKLcK ZeUe UXQ b\ TKe 
AXVWUaOLaQ RQ FacebRRN¶V NeZV Feed LQ DecePbeU 2020. 

10 
KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeaJe.cRP.aX/SROLWLcV/fedeUaO/abc-VbV-LQcOXded-LQ-QeZV-PedLa-cRde-aV-WecK-JLaQWV-ZLQ-VRPe-cRQceVVLRQV-20201
207-S56O7K.KWPO 
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https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/abc-sbs-included-in-news-media-code-as-tech-giants-win-some-concessions-20201207-p56l7h.html
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LaVWO\, WKe ACCC, WKe GRYeUQPeQW, aQd WKe QeZV PedLa RUJaQL]aWLRQV fUeTXeQWO\ cOaLP WKaW 
Lf LW ZeUeQ¶W fRU a baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce WKe\ ZRXOd be abOe WR cKaUJe fRU K\SeUOLQNLQJ 
WR aQd XVLQJ WKeLU cRQWeQW. TKLV LPSOLeV WKaW LQ WKeLU deaOLQJV ZLWK dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV & RWKeU 
ZebVLWeV fRU ZKLcK WKLV aOOeJed baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce ​dReVQ¶W​ e[LVW WKe\ aUe cKaUJLQJ 
PRQe\ WR K\SeUOLQN WR WKeLU cRQWeQW. 
 
HRZeYeU WKLV LV SaWeQWO\ QRW WKe caVe aV WKe\ dR QRW cKaUJe IQVWaJUaP, YRXTXbe, TLNTRN, RU 
WKe ACCC¶V ZebVLWe fRU K\SeUOLQNLQJ WR WKeLU aUWLcOeV. NRQe Rf WKeVe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV aUe 
SURSRVed fRU LQcOXVLRQ XQdeU WKLV cRde VR RQe aVVXPeV WKeUe LV QR baUJaLQLQJ LPbaOaQce 
beWZeeQ WKeP aQd QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV. 
 
TKLV LV aOVR eYLdeQced b\ WKe facW QeZV bXVLQeVVeV acWLYeO\ RffeU, SURPRWe, aQd eQcRXUaJe 
WKe cRQVXPSWLRQ Rf WKeLU cRQWeQW YLa RSS feedV WKe\ KRVW. RSS feedV aUe cRQWeQW SUeVeQWed 
LQ a cRPSXWeU-UeadabOe fRUPaW LQWeQded fRU LQcOXVLRQ LQ e[WeUQaO SOaWfRUPV. 
 

Ɣ S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd - ​KWWSV://ZZZ.VPK.cRP.aX/UVVKeadOLQeV 
Ɣ TKe AXVWUaOLaQ - ​KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeaXVWUaOLaQ.cRP.aX/KeOS/UVV 
Ɣ SBS - ​KWWSV://ZZZ.VbV.cRP.aX/QeZV/feedV 

 
TR WKe e[WeQW WKaW GRRJOe aQd FacebRRN aUe XVLQJ PedLa bXVLQeVVeV cRQWeQW, WKLV VaPe 
cRQWeQW LV SURYLded fUee Rf cKaUJe b\ QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV fRU XVe LQ WKe e[acW Za\ GRRJOe 
aQd FacebRRN dR - fRU aJJUeJaWLRQ XVLQJ WKe RSS feedV WKe\ VXSSO\. 
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E[aPSOeV Rf adYeUWLVePeQWV WKaW TKe AXVWUaOLaQ KaV SaLd 
FacebRRN WR SOace RQ WKeLU dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP LQ DecePbeU 
2020. 

https://www.smh.com.au/rssheadlines
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/help/rss
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/feeds


CRQceUQ 5: TUeaVXUeU¶V abLOLW\ WR VXUUeSWLWLRXVO\ deVLJQaWe QeZ 
dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV LV aQWL-dePRcUaWLc 
The code giYes the TreasXrer the poZer to designate neZ digital platforms throXgh 
legislatiYe instrXment. This poZer Zill be Xsed b\ neZs media organisations to 
sXrreptitioXsl\ lobb\ for and get more and more XndeserYing digital platforms 
designated Xnder the code. This is anti-democratic as it neXtralises the abilit\ for 
AXstralian citi]ens to politicall\ organise and lobb\ against content from neZs media 
bXsinesses from being giYen preferential treatment on the digital platforms the\ Xse. 
 
TKe TUeaVXUeU VWaWed LQ a SUeVV UeOeaVe RQ 8 DecePbeU 2020 ​11​ WKaW WKLV cRde ZLOO aSSO\ 
LQLWLaOO\ WR FacebRRN NeZV Feed aQd GRRJOe SeaUcK, aQd LW JLYeV WKe TUeaVXUeU WKe aXWKRULW\ 
WR ​³b\ OeJLVOaWLYe LQVWUXPeQW, PaNe a deWeUPLQaWLRQ ​́ WR VSecLf\ addLWLRQaO deVLJQaWed dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUP VeUYLceV WKaW aUe cRYeUed XQdeU WKe cRde. 
 

 
TKLV LV aQ e[WUePeO\ cRQceUQLQJ aQd aQWL-dePRcUaWLc SRZeU, aV LW UeQdeUV WKe cRde LQWR 
effecWLYeO\ a ³WURMaQ KRUVe´ WKaW eQabOeV WKe VKaNLQJ dRZQ Rf dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV b\ UeQW-VeeNLQJ 
QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV. TKLV SRZeU LV aQWL-dePRcUaWLc aV LW QeXWUaOLVeV WKe abLOLW\ Rf affecWed 
cLWL]eQV WKaW aUe XVeUV Rf WKe WR-be-deVLJQaWed SOaWfRUP WR SROLWLcaOO\ RUJaQLVe WR VWRS LW fURP 
beLQJ deVLJQaWed aV VXcK. 

11 
KWWSV://PLQLVWeUV.WUeaVXU\.JRY.aX/PLQLVWeUV/MRVK-fU\deQbeUJ-2018/PedLa-UeOeaVeV/QeZV-PedLa-aQd-dLJLWaO-SOaWfRUPV-PaQdaWRU\-b
aUJaLQLQJ 
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SecWLRQ 52E Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ 

https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/news-media-and-digital-platforms-mandatory-bargaining
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/news-media-and-digital-platforms-mandatory-bargaining


 
TKe facW WKaW WKLV OaZ LV eYeQ beLQJ SURSRVed LV LQdLcaWLYe Rf WKe SRZeU WKaW QeZV PedLa 
bXVLQeVVeV KaYe RYeU RXU SROLWLcaO SURceVV. B\ aOORZLQJ WKe TUeaVXUeU WR deVLJQaWe QeZ 
SOaWfRUPV aV beLQJ LQcOXded LQ WKe cRde, WKURXJK a cRPbLQaWLRQ Rf VXUUeSWLWLRXV ORbb\LQJ b\ 
QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV aV ZeOO aV a bURad defLQLWLRQ Rf a ³baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce´, LW LV 
e[WUePeO\ OLNeO\ WKLV cRde ZLOO eYeQWXaOO\ e[SaQd WR aSSO\ bURadO\ WR PaQ\ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV 
VXcK aV YRXTXbe, TLNTRN, TZLWWeU, IQVWaJUaP, SQaScKaW, LLQNedIQ, GPaLO, aQd SOacN. 
 
TKLV VKRXOd be RbYLRXV, aV Lf LW caQ be cOaLPed WKeUe'V a "baUJaLQLQJ SRZeU LPbaOaQce" 
beWZeeQ GRRJOe SeaUcK aQd QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV YLa WKe VLPSOe acW Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ, 
WKaW VaPe cOaLP caQ eaVLO\ be Pade abRXW aOPRVW eYeU\ ZebVLWe RQ WKe IQWeUQeW aQd QeZV 
bXVLQeVVeV. 
 
SLJQLfLcaQW bacNOaVK aJaLQVW WKLV cRde KaV beeQ fURP VR-caOOed ³YRXTXbe cUeaWRUV´, ZKR aUe 
LQdLYLdXaOV, JURXSV, aQd RUJaQLVaWLRQV WKaW SRVW cRQWeQW WR YRXTXbe. SRPe YRXTXbe 
cUeaWRUV¶ OLYeOLKRRd UeYROYeV aURXQd WKeLU cRQWeQW beLQJ dLVcRYeUed aQd VeeQ, aQd WKXV 
UeYeQXe fURP adV beLQJ VKRZQ RQ WKeLU cRQWeQW aQd VKaUed ZLWK WKeP. 
 
YRXTXbe cUeaWRUV ULJKWfXOO\ feaU WKaW WKLV cRde ZLOO JUaQW QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV VSecLaO 
SULYLOeJeV RQ YRXTXbe, abRYe ZKaW WKe\ KaYe acceVV WR; WR WKLQJV VXcK aV NQRZOedJe abRXW 
UaQNLQJ aQd VXJJeVWLRQ aOJRULWKPV XVed b\ WKe SOaWfRUP, aV ZeOO aV LQcUeaVed Sa\PeQWV. 
 
TKe SaVVLQJ Rf WKLV cRde, aQd WKe VXbVeTXeQW LQcOXVLRQ Rf YRXTXbe aV a deVLJQaWed dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUP ZLOO OLNeO\ UeVXOW LQ cRQWeQW fURP QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV beLQJ PRUe VXcceVVfXO RQ 
YRXTXbe (dXe WR beWWeU WaUJeWLQJ Rf WKe aOJRULWKPV ZLWK WKeLU e[WUa NQRZOedJe Rf LW). IW ZLOO 
WKXV Oead WR decUeaVed Sa\PeQWV fRU YRXTXbe cUeaWRUV aV WKeLU cRQWeQW LV VeeQ OeVV RfWeQ, 
aQd WKe fXQdLQJ SRRO cRQWeQW aV a OaUJeU aPRXQW Rf PRQe\ LV SaLd WR QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV. 
TKLV VaPe VceQaULR caQ aSSO\ WR aQ\ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP deVLJQaWed XQdeU WKe cRde. 
 
Of WKe aURXQd 1,406 VXbPLVVLRQV WKaW WKe ACCC UeceLYed UeJaUdLQJ WKeLU e[SRVXUe dUafW, a 
ZKRSSLQJ 93% Rf WKRVe ZeUe ePaLOV UeMecWLQJ WKLV cRde LQ LWV eQWLUeW\, aQd a VLJQLfLcaQW 
SRUWLRQ Rf WKRVe ZeUe fURP YRXTXbe cUeaWRUV. TKe YRXTXbe cKaQQeO EcRQRPLcV E[SOaLQed 
VWaUWed a caPSaLJQ caOOed #OXUYRXTXbe aQd a SeWLWLRQ ​12​ ZKLcK JaUQeUed (aV Rf 1 JaQXaU\ 
2020) PRUe WKaQ 76,611 VLJQaWXUeV. 
 
EacK dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP KaV WKeLU RZQ ecRV\VWeP aQd cRPPXQLW\, aQd WKLV abKRUUeQW cRde 
aOORZV QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV WKe abLOLW\ WR VXUUeSWLWLRXVO\ fRLVW WKePVeOYeV abRYe WKaW 
cRPPXQLW\ UeJaUdOeVV Rf WKe deWULPeQW WR WKaW cRPPXQLW\, RU WR AXVWUaOLaQ VRcLeW\ aV a 
ZKROe. 

  

12 
KWWSV://ZZZ.cKaQJe.RUJ/S/SaUOLaPeQW-Rf-aXVWUaOLa-VaYe-\RXWXbe-b\-VWRSLQJ-aXVWUaOLa-V-SURSRVed-OaZ-QeZV-PedLa-baUJaLQLQJ-cR
de-RXU\RXWXbe-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b 
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https://www.change.org/p/parliament-of-australia-save-youtube-by-stoping-australia-s-proposed-law-news-media-bargaining-code-ouryoutube-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b
https://www.change.org/p/parliament-of-australia-save-youtube-by-stoping-australia-s-proposed-law-news-media-bargaining-code-ouryoutube-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b


CRQceUQ 6: AXVWUaOLaQV KaYe cRQVLVWeQWO\ YRLced WKeLU 
RYeUZKeOPLQJ RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf WKLV cRde, eYeQ 
LQ WKe face Rf SUR-cRde PedLa bLaV & SURSaJaQda 
AXstralian legac\ media organisations and joXrnalists Zill regain a hXge amoXnt of 
XndeserYed poZer lost Zith the inYention of the Internet; one of the most democratic 
inYentions in histor\. Despite the scandaloXs - \et illXstratiYe in Zh\ that poZer is 
XndeserYed - almost blanket pro-code coYerage in the media, AXstralians are still 
opposed to this code¶s introdXction as is eYidenced b\: 
 

Ɣ 75,000+ signatXres on the #OXrYoXTXbe anti-code petition compared to onl\ 
1,189 on the ³Google Open Letter´ pro-code petition. 

Ɣ 93% of sXbmissions to the ACCC¶s e[posXre draft Zere anti-code. 
Ɣ 72% of those polled b\ Essential Media CommXnications at best XnconYinced 

this code is necessar\. 
Ɣ ThoXsands of emails sent to MP¶s Yoicing opposition to the code. 

 
WLWK WKe cRQVROLdaWLRQ Rf FaLUfa[ aQd NLQe EQWeUWaLQPeQW CRPSaQ\​13​, aQd WKe VKXWdRZQ Rf 
UeJLRQaO QeZVSaSeUV b\ NeZV CRUS ​14​, LW LV cOeaU AXVWUaOLa KaV a PedLa OaQdVcaSe dLYeUVLW\ 
e[WUePeO\ faU aZa\ fURP ZKaW LV LdeaO WR eQVXUe a ZeOO fXQcWLRQLQJ dePRcUac\. TKe OacN Rf 
dLYeUVLW\ Rf AXVWUaOLaQ PedLa JLYeV e[WUePe SRZeU WR QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV WR cRQWURO WKe 
aJeQda aQd effecWLYeO\ VSUead SURSaJaQda WKURXJKRXW WKe AXVWUaOLaQ SRSXOaWLRQ 
 
A UeceQW SeWLWLRQ VWaUWed b\ fRUPeU PULPe MLQLVWeU KeYLQ RXdd JaLQed PRUe WKaQ 500,000 
VLJQaWXUeV aQd UeVXOWed LQ, RQ 11 NRYePbeU 2020, WKe SeQaWe UefeUULQJ aQ LQTXLU\ LQWR WKe 
VWaWe Rf PedLa dLYeUVLW\, LQdeSeQdeQce, aQd UeOLabLOLW\ WR WKe SeQaWe EQYLURQPeQW aQd 
CRPPXQLcaWLRQV RefeUeQceV CRPPLWWee ​15​. 
 
IW ZRXOd be KaUd WR fLQd aQ LVVXe PRUe KeaYLO\ VNeZed LQ LWV UeSUeVeQWaWLRQ LQ WKe PedLa WKaQ 
WKaW Rf WKLV cRde, RU RQe WKaW PRUe cOeaUO\ dePRQVWUaWeV ZK\ aOOeJLQJ WKLV cRde¶V LQWURdXcWLRQ 
ZLOO VWUeQJWKeQ dePRcUac\ LV faOVe. MedLa cRPSaQLeV Vee WKePVeOYeV aV fLQaQcLaOO\ 
beQefLWLQJ fURP WKLV cRde¶V LQWURdXcWLRQ, aQd KaYe beeQ acWLYeO\ caPSaLJQLQJ fRU WKe cRde 
aQd dURZQLQJ RXW UeVLVWaQce WR LW WKURXJK bLaVed aUWLcOeV. 
 

13 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.VPK.cRP.aX/bXVLQeVV/cRPSaQLeV/ZKaW-dReV-WKe-QLQe-faLUfa[-PeUJeU-PeaQ-20181204-S50N1R.KWPO 
14 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.Peaa.RUJ/PedLaURRP/QeZV-cRUS-cXWV-aUe-a-PaVVLYe-bORZ-WR-cRPPXQLWLeV/ 
15 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.aSK.JRY.aX/PaUOLaPeQWaU\_BXVLQeVV/CRPPLWWeeV/SeQaWe/EQYLURQPeQW_aQd_CRPPXQLcaWLRQV/MedLadLYeUVLW\ 
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E[aPSOeV Rf QXPeURXV bLaVed aUWLcOeV SXbOLVKed acURVV YaULRXV QeZV RXWOeWV 

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/what-does-the-nine-fairfax-merger-mean-20181204-p50k1o.html
https://www.meaa.org/mediaroom/news-corp-cuts-are-a-massive-blow-to-communities/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Mediadiversity


 
TKLV bLaV LV LQWURdXced WKURXJK YaULRXV RSaTXe, SeUKaSV LQ VRPe caVeV XQLQWeQWLRQaO, \eW 
XOWLPaWeO\ cRUUXSWLQJ WecKQLTXeV. 
 
FRU e[aPSOe, ZKeQ VLQW CeUf (aQ eVWeePed WecKQRORJLVW, aQd aXWKRULW\ RQ WKe IQWeUQeW dXe WR 
beLQJ ZRUOd UeQRZQed aV RQe Rf WKe ³FaWKeUV Rf WKe IQWeUQeW´) caPe RXW decU\LQJ WKe cRde fRU 
beLQJ fXQdaPeQWaOO\ aJaLQVW a fUee aQd RSeQ LQWeUQeW​16​, acNQRZOedJePeQW Rf WKLV ZaV bXULed 
ZLWKLQ 4 SaUaJUaSKV Rf a VLQJOe, OaUJeO\ SUR-cRde 22 SaUaJUaSK aUWLcOe RQ TKe GXaUdLaQ ​17​. NRW 
a VLQJOe PeQWLRQ Rf WKLV ZaV SXbOLVKed LQ WKe S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd. 
 
IQ cRQWUaVW, ZKeQ JRVeSK E SWLJOLW] (aQ ecRQRPLVW) Pade SXbOLc VWaWePeQWV LQ VXSSRUW Rf WKe 
cRde, PXOWLSOe aUWLcOeV ZeUe dedLcaWed eQWLUeO\ WR KLV YLeZV eYeQ WKRXJK KLV XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf 
WKe cRde aQd LWV LPSOLcaWLRQV aUe deeSO\ fOaZed. AQ e[aPSOe Rf WKLV fOaZed NQRZOedJe LV 
ZKeQ MU SWLJOLW] ZURWe aQ aUWLcOe fRU WKe FLQaQcLaO TLPeV SXbOLVKed RQ 2 DecePbeU 2020 ​18​, LQ 
ZKLcK Ke VWaWeV WKaW WKe SURSRVed cRde ZRXOd ³fRUce [...] WKe VKaULQJ Rf XVeU daWa´ Rf dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUPV ZLWK QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV. TKe ACCC RQ QXPeURXV RccaVLRQV KaV deQLed 
VKaULQJ Rf XVeU daWa LV PaQdaWed XQdeU WKe cRde. 
 
AQRWKeU e[aPSOe LV RQ PXOWLSOe RccaVLRQV ZKeQ AOaQ FeOV - a fRUPeU CKaLU Rf WKe ACCC aQd 
cXUUeQW CKaLU Rf WKe PXbOLc IQWeUeVW JRXUQaOLVP IQLWLaWLYe - Pade VWaWePeQWV VXSSRUWLQJ WKe 
cRde Ke JeWV eQWLUe aUWLcOeV​19​ dedLcaWed WR KLV YLeZV​20​, KRZeYeU KLV XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUPV aQd WKe IQWeUQeW LV e[WUePeO\ TXeVWLRQabOe JLYeQ WKe SeUVLVWeQce Rf ZKaW RQe 
aVVXPeV LV a ³SRcNeW-dLaOOed´ WZeeW RQ KLV TZLWWeU WLPeOLQe ​21​ VLQce 6 ASULO 2020. 
 

 

16 ​KWWSV://bORJ.JRRJOe/aURXQd-WKe-JORbe/JRRJOe-aVLa/aXVWUaOLa/faLU-cRde-RSeQ-LQWeUQeW/ 
17 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeJXaUdLaQ.cRP/PedLa/2020/QRY/25/JRRJOe-aQd-facebRRN-QeZV-Sa\PeQWV-WR-LQcOXde-abc-aQd-VbV-afWeU-cKaQJe-WR-dUafW-cRde  
18 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.fW.cRP/cRQWeQW/234d44b5-b876-489c-8639-056f48205ac7 
19 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeJXaUdLaQ.cRP/cRPPeQWLVfUee/2020/VeS/02/facebRRNV-WKUeaW-WR-bORcN-aXVWUaOLaQV-fURP-VKaULQJ-QeZV-LV-a-SUePaWXUe-RYeUUeacWLRQ  
20 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.VPK.cRP.aX/SROLWLcV/fedeUaO/abc-VbV-VKRXOd-be-SaUW-Rf-PedLa-cRde-bXW-dRQ-W-dLe-LQ-a-dLWcK-RYeU-LW-feOV-20201014-S5651e.KWPO  
21 ​KWWSV://WZLWWeU.cRP/afeOV1/VWaWXV/1247126213929209857  
22 ​KWWSV://WZLWWeU.cRP/afeOV1/ZLWK_UeSOLeV 
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ScUeeQVKRW Rf WKe @afeOV1 TZLWWeU WLPeOLQe ​22​ VWaWLQJ ³TR7,eJ.fUXfRWUcURKU´ 

https://blog.google/around-the-globe/google-asia/australia/fair-code-open-internet/
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/nov/25/google-and-facebook-news-payments-to-include-abc-and-sbs-after-change-to-draft-code
https://www.ft.com/content/234d44b5-b876-489c-8639-056f48205ac7
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/sep/02/facebooks-threat-to-block-australians-from-sharing-news-is-a-premature-overreaction
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/abc-sbs-should-be-part-of-media-code-but-don-t-die-in-a-ditch-over-it-fels-20201014-p5651e.html
https://twitter.com/afels1/status/1247126213929209857
https://twitter.com/afels1/with_replies


TKLV LV QRW WR Va\ WKaW QeLWKeU Rf WKeVe SeRSOe deVeUYe WR KaYe WKeLU YRLce KeaUd, KRZeYeU WKe 
SURPLQeQce JLYeQ WR SeRSOe ZLWK SUR-cRde YLeZV aQd bXU\LQJ Rf WKRVe ZLWK aQWL-cRde YLeZV LQ 
WKe PedLa VKRXOd be VeeQ aV aQ LQdLcWPeQW RQ WKe LQdXVWU\ aQd WKURZ LQWR TXeVWLRQ LWV 
deVeUYLQJ Rf VSecLaO WUeaWPeQW aQd Sa\PeQW fRU LWV cRQWeQW YLa OeJLVOaWLRQ. 
 
AQRWKeU cRUUXSWLQJ WecKQLTXe fURP MRXUQaOLVWV LV WR PLVUeSUeVeQW ZKaW WKe cRde Va\V, RU 
SUeVeQW LW LQ WKe PRVW faYRXUabOe OLJKW SRVVLbOe. FRU e[aPSOe, aQ aUWLcOe fURP GL]PRdR ​23 
UeJaUdLQJ WKe SRWeQWLaO fRU addLWLRQaO dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV WR be deVLJQaWed aV VXcK XQdeU WKe 
cRde: 
 

³TKe ILQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ [...] ZLOO e[cOXde GRRJOe¶V YRXTXbe aQd FacebRRN¶V IQVWaJUaP´ 
 
AV RXWOLQed LQ cRQceUQ 6, WKe OeJLVOaWLRQ dReV QRWKLQJ Rf WKe VRUW. TKe cRde JLYeV fXOO SRZeU 
WR WKe TUeaVXUeU WR deVLJQaWe QeZ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP VeUYLceV. TKeUe LV QR UefeUeQce LQ WKe cRde 
WR ZKLcK VeUYLceV aUe LQcOXded RU e[cOXded. UQdeU WKe OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW, 
YRXTXbe aQd IQVWaJUaP caQ bRWK be LQcOXded ZLWKRXW WKe SaVVLQJ Rf aQ\ addLWLRQaO 
OeJLVOaWLRQ, aQd WKe WUeaVXUeU KaV Pade cOeaU GRRJOe SeaUcK aQd FacebRRN NeZV Feed aUe 
RQO\ WKe LQLWLaO OLVW, LPSO\LQJ WKeUe ZLOO be PRUe deVLJQaWed LQ WKe fXWXUe. 
 
YeW, eYeQ afWeU WKe cRQVLVWeQWO\ bLaVed UeSUeVeQWaWLRQ Rf WKLV cRde LQ WKe PedLa, AXVWUaOLaQV 
aUe ​sWill​ XQcRQYLQced b\ WKe Qeed fRU LW. EVVeQWLaO MedLa CRPPXQLcaWLRQV SXbOLVKed a SROO LQ 
eaUO\ DecePbeU 2020 aVNLQJ 1,034 YRWeUV fRU WKeLU RSLQLRQ RQ WKe VWaWePeQW ​³FacebRRN aQd 
GRRJOe VKRXOd be UeTXLUed WR Sa\ PedLa RXWOeWV IRU dLVWULbXWLQJ QeZV cRQWeQW ​́. 
 
Of WKe UeVSRQdeQWV, RQO\ 28% VWURQJO\ aJUeed ZLWK WKaW VWaWePeQW, ZLWK WKe UePaLQLQJ 72% 
aW beVW VRPeZKaW aJUeeLQJ, RU aW ZRUVW VWURQJO\ dLVaJUeeLQJ ZLWK LW. AJaLQ, WKLV ZaV VSXQ LQ 
WKe PedLa aV a JRRd UeVXOW​24​. 
 

 
FXUWKeU eYLdeQce WKaW WKe AXVWUaOLaQ SXbOLc dR QRW ZaQW WKLV cRde XQLQWeQWLRQaOO\ cRPeV fURP 
WKe SUR-PedLa ORbb\ JURXS TKe CeQWUe fRU ReVSRQVLbOe TecKQRORJ\. TKLV JURXS LV UXQ b\ aQd 
ePSOR\V MRXUQaOLVWV & WKRVe ZLWK a bacNJURXQd LQ PedLa ZKR ZLWKRXW a dRXbW KaYe aQ 
LQWeUeVW LQ VeeLQJ PRQe\ fORZ fURP dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV WR PedLa cRPSaQLeV. TKe LQdLYLdXaO ZKR 
UXQV LW, PeWeU LeZLV, RfWeQ ZULWeV RSLQLRQ aUWLcOeV acURVV PaQ\ Rf WKe PedLa RXWOeWV ZKR 

23 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.JL]PRdR.cRP.aX/2020/12/facebRRN-JRRJOe-QeZV-PedLa-cRde-aXVWUaOLa-2021/ 
24 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.ceQWUefRUUeVSRQVLbOeWecKQRORJ\.RUJ.aX/VWURQJ_SXbOLc_VXSSRUW_fRU_bLJ_WecK_WR_Sa\_fRU_QeZV 
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ReVXOWV Rf DecePbeU 2020 SROO b\ EVVeQWLaO MedLa CRPPXQLcaWLRQV 

https://www.gizmodo.com.au/2020/12/facebook-google-news-media-code-australia-2021/
https://www.centreforresponsibletechnology.org.au/strong_public_support_for_big_tech_to_pay_for_news


ZRXOd fLQaQcLaOO\ beQefLW fURP WKLV cRde, aQd aOVR UXQV EVVeQWLaO MedLa CRPPXQLcaWLRQV 
ZKLcK RQe aVVXPeV KaV a fLQaQcLaO LQWeUeVW LQ WKe PedLa VWaWXV-TXR dXe WR LWV cORVe 
UeOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK TKe GXaUdLaQ WKURXJK LWV TKe GXaUdLaQ EVVeQWLaO ReSRUW. 
 
OQ 20 AXJXVW 2020, WKe CeQWeU fRU ReVSRQVLbOe TecKQRORJ\ UaQ a fXOO-SaJe adYeUWLVePeQW LQ 
WKe S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd cRQWaLQLQJ aQ ³OSeQ LeWWeU WR GRRJOe´, aQd aVNLQJ fRU SeRSOe WR 
VLJQ WKeLU SeWLWLRQ VXSSRUWLQJ WKe cRde becRPLQJ OaZ. AV Rf 1VW JaQXaU\ 2021 WKLV ³GRRJOe 
OSeQ LeWWeU´ SeWLWLRQ KaV RQO\ a SLWLfXO 1,189 VLJQaWXUeV​25​. 
 
IQ cRQWUaVW, WKe YRXTXbe cKaQQeO EcRQRPLcV E[SOaLQed ​26​ UaQ a caPSaLJQ dXbbed 
#OXUYRXTXbe, aV ZeOO aV a SeWLWLRQ caOOLQJ fRU abaQdRQPeQW Rf WKe cRde ZKLcK aV Rf 1VW 
JaQXaU\ 2021 KaV 76,611 VLJQaWXUeV​27​. 
  
PUedLcWabO\ WKe PedLa WULed WR dLVcUedLW​28​ WKe #OXUYRXTXbe caPSaLJQ ZLWK QR eYLdeQce b\ 
VXJJeVWLQJ VRPeKRZ LW ZaV LOOeJLWLPaWe, VeeNLQJ cRPPeQW fURP SeQaWRU TRQ\ SKeOdRQ afWeU 
WKRXVaQdV Rf OeWWeUV aQd ePaLOV Rf RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKe cRde ZeUe UeceLYed b\ fedeUaO MP¶V: 
 

³I aP WKe WaUJeW aXdLeQce RI WKLV VcaUe-OeWWeU caPSaLJQ aQd I aP QRW bX\LQJ LW. AQd QR 
RQe bRXJKW WKeP cU\LQJ SRRU WKLV ZeeN eLWKeU. AXVWUaOLaQV NQRZ KRZ bLJ WKeLU SURILWV 
aUe aQd KRZ OLWWOe Wa[ WKe\ Sa\ KeUe,´ Ke VaLd. 

³I ZRXOd be LQWeUeVWed WR NQRZ LI WKLV caPSaLJQ LV WR aQ\ e[WeQW beLQJ IXQded b\ 
GRRJOe RU LWV aVVRcLaWed cRPSaQLeV.´ 

HRZeYeU, WKe facW WKaW WKe acWLYLVP Rf WKe AXVWUaOLaQ SXbOLc aJaLQVW WKLV cRde LV VR OaUJe WKaW 
WKe WKRXJKW Rf LW beLQJ fXQded b\ GRRJOe RU LWV aVVRcLaWed cRPSaQLeV LV eYeQ eQWeUWaLQed 
VSeaNV YROXPeV. 
 
TKe OaVW WecKQLTXe b\ WKe PedLa LV WR cRQfOaWe LVVXeV cRQceUQLQJ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV WRJeWKeU WR 
SaLQW WecKQRORJ\ cRPSaQLeV WKaW UXQ WKRVe SOaWfRUPV aV bad, aQd WKXV deVeUYLQJ Rf 
SXQLVKPeQW WKURXJK WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf WKLV cRde. SRPe LVVXeV WKaW aUe cRQfOaWed aUe 
XQSURYeQ Wa[ aYRLdaQce/PLQLPLVaWLRQ aOOeJaWLRQV, cRQceUQV abRXW dLV/PLVLQfRUPaWLRQ, aQd 
SULYac\ LVVXeV. NRQe Rf WKeVe LVVXeV aUe addUeVVed LQ WKLV cRde. 
 
LaVWO\, Rf WKe aURXQd 1,406 VXbPLVVLRQV WKaW WKe ACCC UeceLYed UeJaUdLQJ WKeLU e[SRVXUe 
dUafW, a ZKRSSLQJ 93% Rf WKRVe ZeUe ePaLOV UeMecWLQJ WKLV cRde LQ LWV eQWLUeW\. 
 
IQ WKe face Rf RYeUZKeOPLQJ aWWePSWV b\ QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV WR SURSaJaQdLVe, LW LV 
abXQdaQWO\ cOeaU fURP WKe eYLdeQce WKaW AXVWUaOLaQV dR NOT ZaQW WKLV cRde. 
 

25 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.ceQWUefRUUeVSRQVLbOeWecKQRORJ\.RUJ.aX/JRRJOe_RSeQ_OeWWeU 
26 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/cKaQQeO/UCZ4AMUDcNUf\3X6QVU8-UPJ 
27 
KWWSV://ZZZ.cKaQJe.RUJ/S/SaUOLaPeQW-Rf-aXVWUaOLa-VaYe-\RXWXbe-b\-VWRSLQJ-aXVWUaOLa-V-SURSRVed-OaZ-QeZV-PedLa-baUJaLQLQJ-cR
de-RXU\RXWXbe-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b 
28 
KWWSV://ZZZ.WKeaXVWUaOLaQ.cRP.aX/QaWLRQ/SROLWLcV/JRRJOe-a-VXVSecW-LQ-VcaUe-WacWLcV/QeZV-VWRU\/7008182b8f475ec0b922f7bca9f5
63dd 
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https://www.centreforresponsibletechnology.org.au/google_open_letter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ4AMrDcNrfy3X6nsU8-rPg
https://www.change.org/p/parliament-of-australia-save-youtube-by-stoping-australia-s-proposed-law-news-media-bargaining-code-ouryoutube-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b
https://www.change.org/p/parliament-of-australia-save-youtube-by-stoping-australia-s-proposed-law-news-media-bargaining-code-ouryoutube-d9a6388b-a916-46c3-ab86-1a412ae1ba2b
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/google-a-suspect-in-scare-tactics/news-story/7008182b8f475ec0b922f7bca9f563dd
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/google-a-suspect-in-scare-tactics/news-story/7008182b8f475ec0b922f7bca9f563dd


CRQceUQ 7: TKe cRde dReV QRW LQceQWLYLVe WUXe, TXaOLW\, 
LQdeSeQdeQW MRXUQaOLVP 
The code professes to be aboXt protecting democrac\ throXgh sXpport for 
joXrnalism, \et it onl\ mentions ³joXrnalism´ a single time and asks for no additional 
commitment from neZs media organisations to improYe the qXalit\ of joXrnalism in 
AXstralia. 
 
FRU a cRde SURSRVed aV a PeWKRd WR LQcUeaVe WKe TXaOLW\ Rf MRXUQaOLVP LQ AXVWUaOLa, LW LV 
VKRcNLQJ WKaW WKe ZRUd ³MRXUQaOLVP´ RQO\ aSSeaUV a VLQJOe WLPe ZLWKLQ WKe OeJLVOaWLRQ. 
 
AXVWUaOLaQ QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV aUe dXe WR UeceLYe VLJQLfLcaQW addLWLRQaO fLQaQcLaO 
beQefLW fURP WKLV OeJLVOaWLRQ ZKLcK LV beLQJ eQacWed b\ WKe UeSUeVeQWaWLYeV Rf AXVWUaOLaQ 
cLWL]eQV. IQ OLJKW Rf WKLV, WKe cRde¶V SURfeVVLRQaO VWaQdaUdV WeVW LV e[WUePeO\ XQdeUZKeOPLQJ: 
 

 
If WKLV cRde LV WR becRPe OaZ, AXVWUaOLaQ cLWL]eQV PXVW be UeVSecWed fRU WKeLU acWLRQV LQ 
VXSSRUW Rf WKe QeZV PedLa LQdXVWU\, aQd aV VXcK AXVWUaOLaQ QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV PXVW 
PaNe a UecLSURcaO addLWLRQaO cRPPLWPeQW WR SURfeVVLRQaO VWaQdaUdV WKURXJK WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ 
Rf a PaQdaWRU\ cRde Rf SUacWLce/cRQdXcW ZLWK VLJQLfLcaQW SeQaOWLeV fRU bUeacKeV Rf WKLV cRde, 
LQcOXdLQJ fLQaQcLaO SeQaOWLeV aQd/RU e[cOXVLRQ fURP WKLV cRde. 
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SecWLRQ 52P Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 



SRPe e[aPSOeV Rf WKe ZeaN SURYLVLRQV LQ WKLV SURfeVVLRQaO VWaQdaUdV WeVW aUe aV fROORZV: 
 

1. TKe AXVWUaOLaQ PUeVV CRXQcLO dReV QRW KaYe WKe SRZeU WR RUdeU cRPSeQVaWLRQ, fLQeV 
RU RWKeU fLQaQcLaO VaQcWLRQV​29​ fRU bUeacKeV WR LWV SWaQdaUdV Rf PUacWLce. TKe OLPLW Rf 
SXQLVKPeQW LW caQ aSSO\ LV WR fRUce LWV MXdJePeQWV WR be SXbOLVKed b\ WKe RffeQdLQJ 
SXbOLcaWLRQ. 

2. TKe IQdeSeQdeQW MedLa CRXQcLO ​30​ RQO\ KaV WKe SRZeU WR UecRPPeQd WKe PaNLQJ Rf 
aQ aSRORJ\, RU WKe ZLWKdUaZaO Rf aQ aUWLcOe. TKe OLPLW Rf SXQLVKPeQW LW caQ aSSO\ LV WR 
fRUce LWV MXdJePeQWV WR be SXbOLVKed b\ WKe RffeQdLQJ SXbOLcaWLRQ. 

 
CXUUeQWO\ Lf a QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQ dReV a bad MRb RU becRPeV XQWUXVWed b\ WKe SXbOLc 
WKe\ ZLOO ORVe VLJQLfLcaQW UeYeQXe dXe WR ORVV Rf UeadeUVKLS, ZKLcK RQe aVVXPeV LV WKe UeaVRQ 
WKaW WKe abRYe cRdeV dR QRW LQcOXde fLQaQcLaO SeQaOWLeV becaXVe WKe ecRQRPLc V\VWeP WKe\ 
RSeUaWed LQ Kad SeQaOWLeV bXLOW LQ. 
 
HRZeYeU, aV WKLV cRde UeLQYeQWV WKe ecRQRPLc PRdeO Rf SXbOLVKLQJ QeZV cRQWeQW LQ AXVWUaOLa, 
WKLV cRde UePRYeV WKe abLOLW\ fRU WKe SXbOLc WR aVVLJQ SeQaOWLeV WR QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV. 
TKeUefRUe, effecWLYeO\ WKLV cRde cUeaWeV aQ e[cOXVLYe cOaVV Rf RUJaQLVaWLRQV aQd LQdLYLdXaOV 
WKaW JeW SaLd WR VSeaN RQ WKe IQWeUQeW, ZLWK QR Za\ fRU WKaW SULYLOeJe WR be UeYRNed. 
 
TKe cRde LV WKXV OLNeO\ WR deJUade WKe TXaOLW\ Rf MRXUQaOLVP LQ AXVWUaOLa WKURXJK OacN Rf 
SeQaOWLeV fRU SURdXcLQJ SRRU TXaOLW\ MRXUQaOLVP. 
  

29 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.SUeVVcRXQcLO.RUJ.aX/KaQdOLQJ-Rf-cRPSOaLQWV/ 
30 ​KWWS://ZZZ.LQdeSeQdeQWPedLacRXQcLO.cRP.aX 
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CRQceUQ 8: TKe cRde RffeUV WR QeZV bXVLQeVVeV XQfaLU acceVV 
WR SULYLOeJed LQfRUPaWLRQ abRXW aOJRULWKPV 
Algorithms of digital platforms are highl\ sensitiYe, and information aboXt them is 
carefXll\ controlled to both ensXre performance, and protect against cheating/gaming 
poor qXalit\ content higher in the rankings than it deserYes to be. 
 
B\ granting priYileged access to information aboXt algorithms to neZs media 
organisations the code Zill resXlt in a poorer Internet e[perience for AXstralians, and 
Zill disadYantage small bXsinesses, organisations, and indiYidXals in AXstralia Zhose 
content competes for position Zith content of neZs media organisations, and thXs 
Zill be ranked poorer dXe to the introdXction of this code. 
 
SecWLRQV 52S, 52T, aQd 52U aOO cRQWaLQ VLPLOaU cOaXVeV VWaWLQJ WKaW WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV PXVW 
JLYe QRWLce Rf cKaQJeV WKe\ PaNe WR aOJRULWKPV ZLWK VLJQLfLcaQW effecWV RQ YaULRXV aVSecWV 
WKaW affecW QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV LQ UeOaWLRQ WR WKeLU cRQWeQW: 
 

21/30 

 

SecWLRQ 52S Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 



 
 
TKe cRde LV abVROXWeO\ LJQRUaQW Rf WKe facW WKaW WKe PaMRULW\ Rf aOJRULWKPV aUe QRW XVed 
e[cOXVLYeO\ fRU QeZV cRQWeQW, bXW LQVWead SRVLWLRQ QeZV cRQWeQW aORQJ ZLWK PaQ\ RWKeU W\SeV 
Rf cRQWeQW. B\ PaQdaWLQJ WKaW deWaLOV Rf cKaQJeV WR aOJRULWKPV be VKaUed ZLWK RQO\ ZLWK QeZV 
RUJaQL]aWLRQV WKaW PeeW WKe cULWeULa fRU LQcOXVLRQ XQdeU WKLV cRde LW ZLOO JLYe WKeP VLJQLfLcaQW 
XQfaLU adYaQWaJe RYeU WKRVe RWKeU W\SeV Rf cRQWeQW aQd UeVRXUceV, aQd WKe bXVLQeVVeV aQd 
LQdLYLdXaOV WKaW cUeaWe LW. 
 
FRU e[aPSOe, GRRJOe SeaUcK PLJKW cRPe bacN ZLWK WKe beORZ UeVXOWV ZKeQ VeaUcKLQJ fRU WKe 
WeUP ³CafeV LQ S\dQe\´: 
 

A. AQ aUWLcOe cUeaWed b\ a SXbOLcaWLRQ eOLJLbOe fRU LQcOXVLRQ LQ WKLV cRde WLWOed ​³TRS 10 
caIeV LQ SXUU\ HLOOV´ 
 

B. AQ aUWLcOe cUeaWed b\ a SXbOLcaWLRQ ​QRW​ eOLJLbOe fRU cRYeUaJe XQdeU WKLV cRde WLWOed ³TKe 
BeVW S\dQe\ CafeV RaQNed´ 
 

C. TKe ZebVLWe Rf a SRSXOaU VPaOO cafe bXVLQeVV LQ DaUOLQJKXUVW 
 
AV a UeVXOW Rf WKLV cRde'V LQWURdXcWLRQ, aV QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV OeaUQ PRUe aQd PRUe 
abRXW WKe aOJRULWKPV XVed b\ GRRJOe SeaUcK WKe\ ZLOO be abOe WR ³JaPe´ WKeLU cRQWeQW KLJKeU 
LQ WKe VeaUcK UeVXOWV XVLQJ WKeLU addLWLRQaO NQRZOedJe Rf KRZ WKe aOJRULWKP ZRUNV. TKLV ZLOO 
PeaQ WKaW cRQWeQW fURP QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV ZLOO aSSeaU abRYe ZKeUe LW deVeUYeV WR 
be, SXVKLQJ dRZQ PRUe UeOeYaQW cRQWeQW LQ WKe UeVXOWV VXcK aV SeUKaSV WKaW Rf WKe VPaOO cafe 
bXVLQeVV OLVWed aW LWeP C abRYe. TKLV ZLOO Oead WR OeVV cOLcNV WKURXJK WR WKe VPaOO cafe¶V 
ZebVLWe, OeVV cXVWRPeUV, aQd a OeVV VXcceVVfXO bXVLQeVV dXe WR WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf WKLV cRde. 
 
FXUWKeUPRUe, becaXVe WKe SXbOLcaWLRQ WKaW cUeaWed LWeP B abRYe LV QRW eOLJLbOe fRU LQcOXVLRQ 
XQdeU WKLV cRde (aV WKe\ RQO\ SXbOLVK VRcLaO aUWLcOeV, QRW ³cRUe QeZV cRQWeQW´) WKe\ ZLOO aOVR 
UeceLYe OeVV cOLcNV WKURXJK WR WKeLU cRQWeQW eYeQ WKRXJK WKLV VeaUcK LVQ¶W eYeQ UeOaWed WR ³cRUe 
QeZV´ LQ WKe Za\ WKaW a VeaUcK fRU ³CRURQaYLUXV caVe cRXQW´ ZRXOd be. 
 
TKLV LQfRUPaWLRQ OeaUQW b\ QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV ZLOO VLJQLfLcaQWO\ beQefLW WKeP LQ RWKeU YeQWXUeV 
XQUeOaWed WR QeZV, aQd fLQaQcLaOO\ dLVadYaQWaJe bXVLQeVVeV WKaW dR QRW KaYe a ³cRUe QeZV 
cRQWeQW´ JeQeUaWLQJ bXVLQeVV. TKeUe aUe QR UeVWULcWLRQV RQ ZKaW WKe QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQ caQ 
dR ZLWK WKe OeaUQLQJV JaLQed fURP WKe VKaULQJ PaQdaWed XQdeU WKe cRde. 
 
FRU e[aPSOe TKe S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd ZLOO be abOe WR VKaUe OeaUQLQJV abRXW KRZ dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUP¶V aOJRULWKPV ZRUN ZLWK WKeLU DULYe.cRP.aX aV WKe\ aUe bRWK RZQed b\ NLQe 
EQWeUWaLQPeQW, OeaYLQJ CaUSaOeV.cRP.aX aW a dLVadYaQWaJe ZKLcK dReV QRW KaYe a QeZV 
PedLa aUP WR feed LW WKLV W\Se Rf LQfRUPaWLRQ. 
 
SLPLOaUO\, WKLV NQRZOedJe Rf KRZ aOJRULWKPV ZRUN ZLOO be abOe WR be VKaUed beWZeeQ TKe 
S\dQe\ MRUQLQJ HeUaOd aQd NLQe DLJLWaO DLUecW, ZKLcK LV NLQe EQWeUWaLQPeQW¶V dLJLWaO 
PaUNeWLQJ bXVLQeVV VSecLaOLVLQJ LQ SeaUcK EQJLQe OSWLPLVaWLRQ aQd aV WKeLU ZebVLWe Va\V 
³JeWWLQJ UeVXOWV fURP VRcLaO PedLa´. TKLV ZLOO VLJQLfLcaQWO\ dLVadYaQWaJe RWKeU SEO bXVLQeVVeV 
WKaW cRPSeWe ZLWK NLQe DLJLWaO DLUecW. 
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AV dLVcRYeUabLOLW\ Rf cRQWeQW aQd WKe UeceLSW Rf UefeUUaOV fURP dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV LV VR LPSRUWaQW 
fRU bXVLQeVVeV, LQfRUPaWLRQ dLVcORVed WR QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV abRXW WKe RSeUaWLRQ Rf 
aOJRULWKPV PXVW be WUeaWed LQ WKe VaPe Za\ aV LQVLdeU LQfRUPaWLRQ LV WUeaWed RQ fLQaQcLaO 
PaUNeWV. 
 
NeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV PXVW be KeaYLO\ SeQaOLVed Lf LQfRUPaWLRQ dLVcORVed WR WKeP XQdeU 
WKLV cRde LV XVed WR beQefLW YeQWXUeV WKaW aUe QRW UeOaWed WR MRXUQaOLVP. 

  

31 ​KWWSV://QLQedLJLWaOdLUecW.cRP.aX/  
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TKe KRPe SaJe Rf NLQe EQWeUWaLQPeQW¶V NLQe DLJLWaO DLUecW dLYLVLRQ ​31 

https://ninedigitaldirect.com.au/


CRQceUQ 9: TKe cRde RffeUV Sa\PeQW e[cOXVLYeO\ WR QeZV PedLa 
bXVLQeVVeV fRU cRQWeQW Rf QeLWKeU SXbOLc VLJQLfLcaQce QRU 
dePRcUaWLc YaOXe LQ aQ aQWL-cRPSeWLWLYe PaQQeU 
When a media organisation is a pXblisher of primaril\ ​core ​ neZs content, the\¶re 
Xnfairl\ alloZed to bargain and seek remXneration oYer the e[panded definition of 
coYered​ neZs content Zhich coXld inclXde an\thing from sports, to restaXrant 
reYieZs, to the top 10 online cat Yideos from 2020. 
 
This introdXces an e[treme disadYantage for content proYiders Zho are not 
considered to be pXblishers of primaril\ ​core ​ neZs content, as for the content the\ 
pXblish (Zhich meets the definition of ​coYered​, bXt not ​core ​ neZs content) the\ Zill 
haYe to compete against potentiall\ Zorse content from neZs bXsinesses that is 
sXbsidised Xnder this code, and better targeted at the algorithms of digital platforms. 
 
CRUe aQd cRYeUed QeZV cRQWeQW LV deVcULbed LQ VecWLRQ 52P Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ: 
 

 
TKe cRde PaQdaWeV WKaW aV ORQJ aV WKe SULPaU\ SXUSRVe Rf a QeZV VRXUce LV WR SXbOLVK ​cRUe 
QeZV cRQWeQW, WKaW baUJaLQLQJ caQ (aQd WKXV ZLOO) be cRQdXcWed aURXQd Sa\PeQW fRU cRQWeQW 
deVcULbed b\ WKe e[SaQded ​cRYeUed ​ QeZV cRQWeQW defLQLWLRQ. 
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SecWLRQ 52P Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 

 

RefeUeQceV WR ³cRYeUed QeZV cRQWeQW´ LQ VecWLRQ 52ZZ Rf WKe fLQaO 
OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 



TKLV LV aQ LQcUedLbO\ XQfaLU aVSecW Rf WKe cRde aV LW JLYeV VSecLaO, XQdeVeUYed SULYLOeJe WR 
QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV LQ cRYeULQJ WRSLcV ZKLcK aUe QeLWKeU Rf SXbOLc VLJQLfLcaQce RU 
dePRcUaWLc YaOXe. 
 
FRU e[aPSOe, I SeUVRQaOO\ KaYe aQ LQWeUeVW LQ FRUPXOa 1 PRWRUVSRUW. TKLV KaV aW WLPeV LQ WKe 
SaVW Pade Pe cRQVLdeU VWaUWLQJ a SXbOLcaWLRQ cRYeULQJ WRSLcV Rf LQWeUeVW WR FRUPXOa 1 faQV, 
VXcK aV aQaO\VLV Rf Uace VWUaWeJLeV, Uace UeSRUWV, WUaYeO JXLdeV, aQd RWKeU UeOaWed LQfRUPaWLRQ. 
OQ P\ SeUVRQaO bORJ I KaYe ZULWWeQ e[aPSOeV Rf VXcK aUWLcOeV​32​. 
 
If I ZeUe WR aWWePSW a fRUa\ LQWR SXbOLVKLQJ P\ cRPPeQWaU\ abRXW FRUPXOa 1 PRWRUVSRUW RQ 
WKe IQWeUQeW aV I¶Ye cRQVLdeUed dRLQJ, I ZLOO UeceLYe QR fLQaQcLaO RU RWKeU beQefLW fURP WKLV cRde 
ZKeQ P\ cRQWeQW aSSeaUV RQ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV. 
 
HRZeYeU, QeZV PedLa bXVLQeVVeV ZULWLQJ abRXW FRUPXOa 1 ZLOO UeceLYe WKe fXOO cRPSOeWe 
beQefLW Rf WKLV cRde fRU WKeLU aUWLcOeV dXe WR WKeP aOVR SXbOLVKLQJ cRQWeQW cRQVLdeUed ​cRUe 
QeZV cRQWeQW. BXW WKeVe aUWLcOeV aUe LQ QR Za\ UeOaWed WR SXbOLc debaWe RU LQfRUPLQJ 
dePRcUaWLc decLVLRQ PaNLQJ; WKe\ aUe abRXW VSRUW. 
 
TKLV XVe Rf ​cRUe ​ QeZV cRQWeQW WR deWeUPLQe WKe beQefLcLaULeV Rf WKe cRde, aQd XVe Rf ​cRYeUed 
QeZV cRQWeQW WR deWeUPLQe ZKaW cRQWeQW LV baUJaLQed RYeU cUeaWeV aQ e[WUePeO\ 
RXW-Rf-baOaQce aQd aQWL-cRPSeWLWLYe PaUNeW RQ WKe IQWeUQeW fRU cRQWeQW QRW cRQVLdeUed cRUe 
QeZV cRQWeQW. 
 
 

 
 

  

32 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.d\OaQOLQdJUeQ.cRP/2018/05/02/a-VSecWaWRUV-JXLde-2018-cKLQeVe-JUaQd-SUL[/  
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CRQceUQ 10: TKe cRde LV LQcRQJUXeQW ZLWK WKe cXUUeQW SRVLWLRQ 
aQd SURSRVed dLUecWLRQ Rf AXVWUaOLaQ cRS\ULJKW OeJLVOaWLRQ 
The code throXgh attribXting costs for Xser generated content to digital platforms 
makes it incongrXent Zith AXstralian cop\right legislation Zhich has a ³safe harboXr´ 
principle that proYides indemnit\ for serYices for Zhich the content of Xsers transits 
throXgh. 
 
FXrthermore, the United States of America has a ³fair Xse´ claXse Zhen it comes to 
cop\right Zhich coXntries like AXstralia are moYing toZards Zhich this code also 
potentiall\ contradicts. 
 
AV LW UeOaWeV WR WKe FacebRRN NeZV Feed, WKe cRde LJQRUeV WKe facW WKaW LW LV XVeUV SRVWLQJ 
OLQNV WR QeZV aUWLcOeV WKeUe, QRW FacebRRN. 
 
CRS\ULJKW OaZ deWeUPLQeV WKaW, aV ORQJ aV SOaWfRUPV aUe QRW effecWLYeO\ ³aXWKRULVLQJ´ WKe 
LQfULQJePeQW, aQd WKe\ RffeU PeWKRdV fRU WKaW cRQWeQW WR be SXOOed dRZQ, WKe\ aUe QRW OLabOe 
fRU cRQWeQW SRVWed b\ XVeUV. 
 
FRU e[aPSOe, WKe NBN (NaWLRQaO BURadbaQd NeWZRUN) LV QRW OLabOe Lf a SLUaWed PRYLe WUaYeOV 
acURVV WKeLU QeWZRUN, aQd TeOVWUa LV QRW OLabOe Lf a WeUURULVW XVeV WKeLU QeWZRUN WR SOaQ a 
WeUURULVW RSeUaWLRQ. 
 
HRZeYeU, WKe cRde PaQdaWeV WKaW dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV aUe UeVSRQVLbOe fRU cRQWeQW SRVWed b\ 
XVeUV b\ aWWULbXWLQJ a cRVW fRU WKaW cRQWeQW SRVWed b\ XVeUV WR WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP. TKLV LV 
LQcRQJUXeQW aQd cRQWUadLcWRU\ ZLWK AXVWUaOLaQ cRS\ULJKW OaZ. 
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CRQceUQ 11: TKe cRde VWLfOeV bXVLQeVV PRdeOV fRU MRXUQaOLVP 
WKaW caQ e[LVW ZLWKRXW RQeURXV OeJLVOaWLRQ VXcK aV WKLV cRde 
Man\ joXrnalists sXch as Matt Taibbi, AndreZ SXlliYan, Erick Erickson and Glenn 
GreenZald are starting their oZn independent neZsletters, sometimes Xsing digital 
platforms like SXbstack to facilitate this. These neZsletters can be profitable for the 
joXrnalist, and are jXst one e[ample of man\ joXrnalism fXnding models that are 
Yiable in the Internet age. People are Zilling to pa\ for good joXrnalism. BXt this code 
significantl\ handicaps these neZ fXnding models potential for sXccess. 
 
A ORW Rf QeZ MRXUQaOLVP fXQdLQJ PRdeOV aUe LQdLYLdXaO baVed, aQd aV WKe aYeUaJe VaOaU\ fRU a 
MRXUQaOLVW LQ AXVWUaOLa (aV OLVWed RQ Pa\ScaOe.cRP​33​) LV beWZeeQ $41N aQd $80N, PRVW 
MRXUQaOLVWV XVLQJ WKLV QeZ fXQdLQJ PRdeO ZRXOd be e[cOXded fURP WKLV cRde aV WKe UeYeQXe 
WeVW LQ VecWLRQ 52M PaQdaWeV a WXUQRYeU Rf aW OeaVW $150N. 
 

 

 
IQ cRPbLQaWLRQ ZLWK cRQceUQV 7 (SURfeVVLRQaO VWaQdaUdV WeVW), 8 (aOJRULWKP QRWLfLcaWLRQ), aQd 9 
(XQfaLU Sa\PeQW) WKLV e[cOXVLRQ LV SaUWLcXOaUO\ WR[Lc aV QRW RQO\ ZLOO MRXUQaOLVWV XVLQJ WKLV QeZ 
bXVLQeVV PRdeO QRW JeW fLQaQcLaO beQefLW fRU MRXUQaOLVP WKe\ SURdXce, bXW aOVR ZLOO QRW JeW WKe 
beQefLW Rf aOJRULWKP NQRZOedJe, dULYLQJ WKeLU cRQWeQW ORZeU LQ VeaUcK UeVXOWV aQd feedV. TKLV 
cRde ZLOO KaUP MRXUQaOLVP fXQdLQJ PRdeOV WKaW cRXOd e[LVW ZLWKRXW WKe Qeed fRU WKe ³Ued WaSe´ 
aQd KaQdRXW WKaW WKLV cRde PaQdaWeV. 

33 ​KWWSV://ZZZ.Sa\VcaOe.cRP/UeVeaUcK/AU/JRb=JRXUQaOLVW/SaOaU\  
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AYeUaJe VaOaU\ Rf a MRXUQaOLVW LQ AXVWUaOLa aV OLVWed RQ Pa\ScaOe.cRP 

 

SecWLRQ 52M Rf WKe fLQaO OeJLVOaWLRQ LQWURdXced WR SaUOLaPeQW 

https://www.payscale.com/research/AU/Job=Journalist/Salary


RecRPPeQdaWLRQV 
WKLOe LW LV ZLWKRXW TXeVWLRQ WKe VeQVLbOe SRVLWLRQ WKaW WKLV abKRUUeQW cRde PXVW be abaQdRQed 
eQWLUeO\, WKeUe aUe aOWeUaWLRQV WKaW aW a PLQLPXP PXVW be LPSOePeQWed aQd ZLOO SURYLde 
VeQVLbOe UeOLef fURP VRPe Rf WKe PRVW VLJQLfLcaQW cRQceUQV OLVWed abRYe. TKeVe 
UecRPPeQdaWLRQV aUe OLVWed beORZ. 

RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 1: FacWRU LQ cRVWV fRU dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV fRU 
PaNLQJ QeZV cRQWeQW aYaLOabOe 
TKe cRVWV WR dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV fRU ³PaNLQJ cRQWeQW aYaLOabOe´ VKRXOd be LQcOXded LQ WKe 
³WZR-Za\ YaOXe WUaQVfeU´. TKeVe Pa\ be WKLQJV OLNe: 
 

Ɣ HRVWLQJ, LQfUaVWUXcWXUe, eOecWULcLW\, aQd baQdZLdWK feeV 
Ɣ KXPaQ UeVRXUceV cRVWV Rf eQJLQeeUV aQd VWaff WR cUeaWe WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP 
Ɣ WKe cRVW Rf PRQeWLVLQJ aQ\ beQefLW WKaW LV JaLQed b\ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV KaYLQJ QeZV 

cRQWeQW RQ WKeLU SOaWfRUP 
 
DLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV PXVW be cRQVXOWed WR deWeUPLQe a cRPSOeWe, WKRURXJK OLVW Rf cRVWV WR 
LQcOXde. 

RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 2: RecRJQLVe WKe acW Rf K\SeUOLQNLQJ aV a SaUW 
Rf WKe fUee aQd RSeQ IQWeUQeW 
RePRYe ³K\SeUOLQNLQJ´ aV VRPeWKLQJ WKaW LV cRQVLdeUed WR be ³PaNLQJ aYaLOabOe´ cRQWeQW RQ 
dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV, aQd SURWecW WKe fRXQdaWLRQaO aVSecWV Rf a fUee aQd RSeQ IQWeUQeW. 

RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 3: EQVXUe WKe cRde RffeUV AXVWUaOLaQ cLWL]eQV 
a VXffLcLeQW cKaQce RSSRVe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV beLQJ deVLJQaWed 
b\ WKe TUeaVXUeU 
FRU e[aPSOe, b\ UePRYLQJ WKe abLOLW\ fRU WKe TUeaVXUeU WR deVLJQaWe QeZ dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV 
WKURXJK OeJLVOaWLYe LQVWUXPeQWV. 
 
IQVWead, UeTXLUe WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUPV deVLJQaWed aV VXcK XQdeU WKLV cRde be LQcOXded ZLWKLQ 
WKe OeJLVOaWLRQ.  
 
EQVXUe WKaW aQ\ QeZ deVLJQaWLRQV KaYe SXbOLc cRQVXOWaWLRQ SeULRdV Rf aW a PLQLPXP 3 
PRQWKV WR aOORZ AXVWUaOLaQ cLWL]eQV ZKR aUe XVeUV Rf WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP VXffLcLeQW WR KaYe 
WKeLU YRLce KeaUd. 
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RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 4: IQcUeaVe LQceQWLYe fRU TXaOLW\ MRXUQaOLVP 
WKURXJK UecLSURcaO cRPPLWPeQW fURP QeZV RUJaQLVaWLRQV 
AXVWUaOLaQ QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQV PXVW PaNe a UecLSURcaO addLWLRQaO cRPPLWPeQW WR 
SURfeVVLRQaO VWaQdaUdV WKURXJK WKe LQWURdXcWLRQ Rf a PaQdaWRU\ cRde Rf SUacWLce/cRQdXcW ZLWK 
VLJQLfLcaQW SeQaOWLeV fRU bUeacKeV Rf WKLV cRde, LQcOXdLQJ fLQaQcLaO SeQaOWLeV aQd/RU e[cOXVLRQ 
fURP WKLV cRde. 
 
IQWURdXce a PaQdaWRU\ PedLa eWKLcV cRde (aV RSSRVed WR WKe YROXQWaU\ RQeV ZKLcK QeZV 
PedLa cXUUeQWO\ VXbVcULbe WR) ZKLcK SURWecW AXVWUaOLaQ dePRcUac\ b\ eQVXULQJ faLUQeVV aQd 
LPSaUWLaOLW\, aQd UeVXOWV LQ e[cOXVLRQ fURP WKe beQefLWV SURYLded b\ WKe NeZV MedLa 
BaUJaLQLQJ CRde Lf LW LV bUeacKed WRR PaQ\ WLPeV/WRR VeYeUeO\. 

RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 5: AOJRULWKP NQRZOedJe WR be WUeaWed 
VLPLOaUO\ WR LQVLdeU WUadLQJ LQfRUPaWLRQ RQ fLQaQcLaO PaUNeWV 
KQRZOedJe JaLQed abRXW WKe cKaQJeV WR aOJRULWKPV PXVW be NeSW VecXUeO\ LQVLde WKe QeZV 
PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQ ,aQd RQO\ XVed fRU SXUSRVeV Rf RSWLPLVLQJ cRUe QeZV cRQWeQW. 
 
HeaY\ SeQaOWLeV VKRXOd aSSO\ Lf NQRZOedJe abRXW cKaQJeV WR aOJRULWKPV LV VKaUed ZLWK 
UeOaWed eQWLWLeV Rf WKe QeZV PedLa RUJaQLVaWLRQ, RU Lf LW LV XVed WR RSWLPLVe QRQ-cRUe QeZV 
cRQWeQW. 

RecRPPeQdaWLRQ 6: CRQVLVWeQc\ ZLWK ³faLU XVe´ aQd ³Vafe 
KaUbRXU³ SULQcLSOeV 
EQVXUe WKLV cRde LV cRQVLVWeQW ZLWK ³faLU XVe´ aQd ³Vafe KaUbRXU´ SULQcLSOeV b\ fRU e[aPSOe 
eQVXULQJ WKaW aQ\ cRQWeQW SRVWed RU VeQW b\ XVeUV dReV QRW UeTXLUe Sa\PeQW fURP dLJLWaO 
SOaWfRUPV XQdeU WKLV cRde. 
 
If cRQWeQW SRVWed b\ XVeUV, bXW VXbVeTXeQWO\ ³eQKaQced´ b\ WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP b\ 
aXWRPaWLcaOO\ UeWULeYLQJ addLWLRQaO cRQWeQW (e.J. aQ LPaJe fURP aQ aUWLcOe fRU ZKLcK WKe XVeU 
SRVWed a K\SeUOLQN WR) WKLV caQ UeTXLUe Sa\PeQW b\ WKe dLJLWaO SOaWfRUP. 
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CRQcOXVLRQ 
TKaQN \RX aJaLQ fRU WKe RSSRUWXQLW\ WR UeVSRQd WR WKe LQTXLU\, aQd SOeaVe VeULRXVO\ cRQVLdeU 
WKe abRYe SRLQWV aQd eQVXUe WKe\ aUe fXOO\ addUeVVed LQ WKe cRde SULRU WR LW becRPLQJ OaZ. 
 
D\OaQ LLQdJUeQ 
NeZcaVWOe, NSW, AXVWUaOLa 
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